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HY not The Sunday School Times for that 
Christmas List? Many readers are eager to 

pass on to their friends the helpful and inspiring 
| messages of The Sunday School Times. What more 
delightful way to surprise those in whom you are 
interested than to greet them this Christmas with a 
year’s: Subscription to The Sunday School Times? 






















































Blessing From Above 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


be Mee ey the springtime rain is drear and chill 
And hides the landscape in a misty shroud ; 
Sometimes it softly sings o’er vale and hill 
Or sparkles when the sun breaks through the cloud. 
Gray mist, the tender song, the sunlit showers,— 
All do their part till earth grows glad with flowers. 


Sometimes in gentleness through all the night 
The summer raindrops kiss the thirsty land; 


Again, the sudden témpest in its might, 


With roll of thunder terrible and grand. 
Come as it may, how sweet and fresh the morn 
That follows rain, how beauty is reborn ! 


Sometimes the dews of blessing on us fall 
Through quiet happy days of peace serene ; 
But storms must come and darkness cover all 
Sometimes, ere on God’s strength we learn to lean. 
What matter, if soul-cleansing we but know 
And find the Lord in faith’s clear morning glow ! 








a 





Infallibilities 

Can we trust fallibilities? Not wholly. We do, 
indeed, have to entrust ourselves to fallible things and 
persons continually, but as we do so we know that dis- 
ster or failure may be in store for us. Every time 
we board train or trolley car, steamer or elevator, we 
know that the machinery or the men in charge may 
fail, and cost us our lives. But is there anything in 
the universe that is infallible? Admitting that God is, 
is there anything infallible that he-has given us, and 
that we. may trust unreservedly? Modernism says no. 
The Forum announces an article by Dean Inge, of 
London, on “The Future of Christianity,” and the an- 
nouncement says: “The ‘infallibilities’ have been de- 
stroyed; what of the ‘religion of the spirit’-with the 
old props swept away? This message, one of the few 
addressed by the Dean to America, will be widely 
quoted in our churches.” Undoubtedly it will; for 
many professing Christian ministers to-day really be- 
lieve that there are no infallibilities upon which men 
may. rest and build. With the rejection of the infal- 
libility of God’s Word, of course all other verities in 
that Book may go. And so men have lost their convic- 
tion and assurance concerning the miracles, the virgin 
birth of Christ, the resurrection of the body; the effi- 


cacy of the blood atonement of Christ to save and 
cleanse men from sfh, and ever the deity of Christ him- 
self.. But the denial of these infallibilities, even by a 
great Dean of a great church, does not destroy or shake 
them, — they are not moved even by the breadth of a 
hair. Here, for example, is what God says about the in- 
fallibility of that which he declares is true: “For when 
God made a promise to Abraham, because he could 
sware by no greater, he sware by himself... . Wherein 
God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs 
of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed 
it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which 
it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us: which hope we have 
as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast” 
(Heb. 6: 13-19). Again, concerning infallibility, the 
Holy Spirit declares that “all the promises of .God in 
him {Christ] are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory 
of God by us” (2 Cor. 1:20). The old props of God's 
Word have not been swept away. The infallibilities 
have not been and cannot be destroyed. The Rock 
of Ages still stands; and those who have entrusted 
themselves to that Rock are as secure as the character 


of God. 
: a 
Geometry in the Christian Life 


A straight line is the shortest distance between two 
points. If redemption is considered as one point, and 
glorification another, surely a life of separation draws 
the straightest line between these two points. Such a 
life is one of victory. It can only begin after con- 
version, which is a point with rio dimensions, for the 
instant one accepts the Lord Jesus Christ as his Sav- 
iour he is red . But the life of faith cannot be 
represented by a point; there is a continuing character 
about it: a moment by moment trusting in Christ’s 
grace. It is not only an act, but also a maintained at- 
titude. Deviation fron this line always means loss 
of time, and, far worse, loss of communion with the 


Lord. The walk of faith begins at the new birth, 
and goes straight on through darkness, temptation, 
trial, and suffering, shining more and more unto the 
perfect day. It will find its end when faith becomes 
sight, and we shall see Him face to face. 


yd 
How Have Healthy Minds? 


Insanity is said to be greatly on the increase. Why ? 
Is it because sin is greatly on the increase? That 
could indeed account for it. Yet men continue to play 
with every sort of superficial and futile remedy, and 
ignore the Ransom-Ready of the Great Physician. A 
French specialist, called the world’s foremost psy- 
chiatrist, Dr. Pierre Janet of Paris, has recently been 
speaking at a famous clinic in Philadelphia. A re- 
porter asked him, “What’s the way to keep men’s minds 
healthy?” The reply, as given in the Philadelphia 
Public Ledger, was: “Cultivation of placidity of mind, 
with endeavor to avoid extravagance in emotion, anger, 
hatred, worry, and fear.” It was good advice, so far 
as it goes, — but it does not go far enough. The mind 
of the natural man, who is a hopeless sinner and in 
enmity against God, cannot be kept placid by any de- 
termination or cultivation of man himself, not even by 
his much exploited “sub-conscious mind.” It is good 
advice to tell men to avoid extravagances and emotions; 
the trouble is that times come to every man when he 
cannot carry out that advice. For, he is the “servant 
of sin,” and cannot help yielding himself “to unclean- 
ness and to iniquity unto iniquity.” There is only 
one cure: the,mind of Christ. Only those have the 
mind of. Christ who have received him as Saviour and 
Lord. Then he works an instantaneous cure in their 
diseased and impotent beings. “If—any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new.” This is 
the Gospel, the Good News; and it is better to have 
good news that we can accept than good advice that we 
cannot follow. 
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Beauty for Ashes 


“The Lord hath anointed me... to give unto them 
beauty for ashes” (Isa. 61: 1-3). 


HIS is a precious text. “A garland for ashes,” 

the Revised Version puts it.. The picture is sim- 

ple. -Ashes and sackcloth stand for mourning, 
sorrow, death. Here sits a weeping woman by- the 
roadside. Her body is clad in sackcloth; her head 
crowned with ashes. Along comes a sweet-faced lit- 
tle child. ‘She holds in her hand a gartand of roses. 
White, red, and pink are they, breathing forth richest 
fragrance. The child walks up to the mourner. She 
brushes the ashes of grief from her bowed head. Then 
she places there the garland of beautiful roses. She 
has given beauty for ashes. She has exchanged the 
doleful symbol of sorrow for the radiant emblems 
of flowered loveliness. 

And this is what Jesus Christ has come to do for 
you and me—give us beauty for ashes. He says, 
through the lips of the prophet, that the Lord has 
anointed him for this very purpose. And-in his Naz- 
areth sermon, where he quotes this wondrous passage, 
he declares that this Scripture is this day fulfilled. 


That is, it ts a reality for us who will believe and ap-. 


propriate it, that our blessed Christ is standing ready 
to give us beauty for all the ashes of our earthly ex- 
periences, ready to exchange the oil of joy for all our 
mourning. And first note that: 


Jesus Christ is ready to give the beauty of forgive- 
ness for the ashes of guilt. ; 


A godly old country pastor was in the midst of -his 
communion service. Suddenly his quick eye detected 
a woman passing the cup untasted. She sat among 
the people quietly weeping. At once his kindly heart 





This article is the latest message from the well-known de- 
votional writer, James H. McConkey. It may be had in tract 
form by addressing the Silver Publishing Society, 1013 Bes- 
semer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., free of charge, its circu- 
lation. being supported by the voluntary offerings of readers. 


sensed the situation. For who of us: has not at such 
a time been so conscious of our own unworthiness and 
sinfulness as to shrink from partaking of that blessed 
sacrament? But the loving domine knew the Gospel 
of Christ too well to let one of his little ones suffer 
thus. . He hastened down the aisle. He took the cup 
from the hands of the,serving elder. Stepping up to 
the weeping woman he pressed it into her hand with 
the lovmg, tender exhortation: “Take it, woman; 
that’s it. It’s for sinners; it’s for sinners!” 

Reader, do you sit to-day in the ashes of guilt? Is 
your soul scarred by the deep, deadly wounds of sin? 
Is your stained conscience in unspeakable anguish 
from the remorse of remembered sin? Are your life 
and influence marred, fettered, and hourly handicapped 
by the poignant, ever-present consciousness of unfor- 
gotten sin? Does it seem an incredible miracle to you 
that any power, human or divine, could possibly cleanse 
your soul from all the pollution, and your guilty con- 
science from all the consciousness of committed sin? 
Then know, my unsaved friend, that in one moment 
of time, by accepting the Son of God as the Saviour 
and Redeemer of your soul, you may pass from the 
place where: you sit in the ashes of guilt, to the place 
where the forgiveness of “him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood” becomes 


“the most marvelous, tangible, real, and jubilant experi- 


ence of all your human existence. Take Jesus Christ 
with instant, absolute definiteness as the Saviour of 
your soul, and you will surely pass from the defiling 
ashes of guilt to the radiant beauty of a genuine, 


-gladsome, experimental realization of the forgjveness 


of sin in your innermost soul, through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus. Take him, friend, take him; 
He’s for sinners! 

Jesus Christ is ready to give us the beauty of the 
Christ-life for the ashes of the self-life. 

Some of you recal! the Appian way at Rome. It 
was’ the great highway into the city where Paul’s 
friends met him and escorted him on his way. For 
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nine miles of its course outside the city walls it is 
hedged with tombs. They are the tombs of Rome’s 
great ones whose names have gone down to classic 
fame. In those tombs are countless urns. And in 
those urns are the ashes of the dead. The great road 
is literally lined with the emblems of death, suffering, 
and sorrow. But Rome has another great road. It 
is'a new and modern highway which they have named 
“The New Appian Way.” There are no tombs, urns, 
nor ashes. No emblems of grief, affliction, and death 
are there. The morning sunshine floods its broad sur- 
face with the glory of the early day. The sunset tints 
it with the tender beauty of Italy’s evening sky. The 
blue heaven overarches it; the birds sing by its bor- 
ders; it is filled with the fellowship, and every-day 
joy and friendliness of the common people, as they 
flock along its. broad pathway. 

Is it not a parable of the Christian life? We come 
to Christ. We know the:-joy of forgiveness. Our 
guilty past is under the cleansing power of his shed 
blood. But now two great ways open out before our 
feet. One is the way of the Christ-life; the other 
the way of the self-life. One is the way of the Spirit; 
the other the way of the flesh. One is radiant with 
the beauty of Christ; the other is marred by the 
ashes of self. And all too often do our unwary feet 
stray into that old Appian way of the flesh, instead 
of that new and blessed one o: jthe Spirit. The flesh 
looks through our eyes upon sights we ought not to 
see. It listens through our ears to words we ought not 
to hear. It speaks through our lips grievous words 
we should not say. The flesh awakes with us in the 
morning; it walks with us through the days; it lies 
down with us at night, 

What anguish of soul the self-life brings to our- 
selves and all that are dear to us! It brings us to our 
knees in confusion of face for sin; it stings us to 
the heart because of hasty, bitter words; it fills us 
with shame at the vision of our own unworth and self- 
ishness; it breaks our hearts by its sharp, dark con- 
trast to the life and love of our blessed Christ. It is 
indeed a way of ashes in which we sit with blinding 
tears and a broken heart at the vision of our own 
appalling self-centeredness. But Jesus Christ has 
come to’ give us the beauty of the Christ-life for the 
ashes of this self-life. God has anointed him for that 
purpose. He stands at the door of our hearts waiting 
to make that wondrous exchange. Do you ask how 
he does it? Romans 8:2 reveals to us how Christ 
gives us victory for ashes. The verse begins with the 
phrase “The law of the Spirit,” or as it has been 
translated, “The Spirit’s law.” What is the Spirit’s 
law? Listen: “The-law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death.” 


Life in Christ Jesus! That is the Spirit’s secret of 

victory fon ashes. To receive that life at regeneration, 
to yield to it, to serve in it, to bear fruit in it, to be 
purged and purified by it, to be more and more filled 
with it — that is the secret of the beauty of victory for 
the ashes of defeat. : 
. Some one has given this beautiful illustration from 
the forest trees. You walk into the forest in the dead 
of winter. All the trees are bare and stripped of 
leaves except the scrub oaks. To them cling the dry, 
dead leaves with wondrous tenaciousness. The winter 
winds sweep downi upon these oaks with fiercest blasts. 
But they cannot tear away these sere, clinging leaves. 
All through the winter they hold fast with an un- 
broken and unbreakable grip. But now comes the time 
of spring. The sun comes up from the south with a 
growing warmth and genialness of ray. Up from 
the warming earth begins to steal that wondrous, mys- 
tic something we call life. Up the trunk; out through 
the branches; into the twigs to their very tips and 
terminal buds creeps this silent stream of life. 

Then something wonderful happens. Some bright 
spring day you walk out into the woods or park. Be- 
hold a marvel of nature and nature’s life! The dry, 
dead leaves on every scrub oak in the forest are rain- 
ing down to the ground until in a couple of days the 
trees are utterly stripped, and the ground littered with 
brown leaves. What all the blasts of winter storms 
could not! avail to do is done by the quiet, steady, silent 
flow of a new life! 

Nature has no deeper spiritual teaching for you and 
me than this. And the secret of victory which yields 
not itself to our desperate struggle and self-efforts un- 
folds to us like a beautiful flower as we come to know 
more and more the Spirit’s own law of life in Christ 
Jesus. 


Jesus Christ is ready to give us the beauty of vic- 
tory for the ashes of defeat. 

Who of us has not sat in the ashes of defeat! We 
have uttered caustic words and brought pain-to the 
heart of our dearest friends. We have made hasty 
decisions and plunged ourselves into perplexity and 
confusion. We have yielded to besetting infirmities 
and fallen on our faces béfore God in utter despair 
and contrition of soul. We have tried to “do our 
best” and awakened to the realization that we have 
done our very worst. We have fought so hard and 
failed so utterly that we have well-nigh come to the 
place of hopelessness. What is the remedy? Who 
will give us the beauty of victory for the ashes of 
utter and oft-repeated defeat? Listen to a man who 
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has gone through it all, and come out on the victory 
side. “The good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do... sin dwelleth in me, 
. .. I see another law in my members, .. . bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin. O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me?” Listen to-his an- 
swer: “I thank God through Jesus Christ.” Not the 
clenched fists and gritted teeth, but— Jesus Christ. 


Not the unceasing struggles, falls, and’ risings from’: «iA 


defeat again and again, but—Jesus- Christ. God 
has anointed Jesus Christ to give us the beauty 
of victory for the ashes of defeat and faith in him 
and in him alone can brush the ashes of defeat from 
our brow and crown us with: the garland. of.;victory. 

I recall an experience in my own Christian life. 
My father was dying of a disease brought on by worri- 
ment. A great physician had been summoned from 
the city. He was closeted with my father for a long 
time. Then he came out of the sick chamber .soberly 
shaking his head. There was noshope. My father’s 
earthly race was run. Then my dear mother asked 
the great doctor to take me aside for a conference. 
For I myself was breaking in body, and from the 
same dread enemy which overthrows so many Chris- 
tians — anxious care. So the kind-hearted physician 
took me into the parlor, and we sat down for a heart- 
to-heart chat. Very searchingly and with all the skill 
of an expert did he draw forth from me the humiliat- 
ing fact that I was a prey of worriment and suffer- 
ing from its dread results. Then he turned to me 
and in a few keen, incisive sentences with no attempt 
at concealment, told me that I had fallen a victim to 
the same habit which had been my father’s undoing, 
and that unless I overcame it there was no hope for 
me even as there was none for him. 

I went upstairs. I threw myself upon my knees in 
my bedchamber. I cried ‘eut in my agony of soul; 
“O Christ! He says I must overcome worriment. And 
thou alone knowest how I have tried to do so. I have 
fought. I have struggled. I have wept bitter. tears. 
And I have failed. O Lord Jesus, unless thou dost 
undertake for me now, it is all over with me.” Then 
and there I threw myself in utter self-helplessness 
upon Christ. Somehow, where before I had been 
struggling, I now found myself trusting as I had never 
quite done before. From that time onward Jesus Christ 
began to give me the beauty of victory for the somber 
ashes of defeat. 


Jesus Christ is ready to give us the beauty of the 
Gospel for the ashes of idle words. 


There is no more searching truth in the New Testa- 
ment than the statement that.a man must give an ac- 
count to God for every idle word he speaks. The 
word “idle” means exactly the same in Greek as it 
does in English, namely, “not working.” An idle man 
is one who is “not working”; a “do-less” man, as the 
expression is in some sections. Up from the printed 
page starts this great truth of the stewardship of words. 
God expects of you and of me not only. that. our sil- 
ver and gold, our time, our talents shall be “working” 
for him and his Christ, but that our words are also 
to be “doing” something to the same great end. In- 
stead of the. stream of ineffective, foolish, empty. 
words which so often flows from, our. lips, God is 
looking to us to speak loving, kind, and helpful words; 
words that uplift, strengthen, inspire, comfort, and 
draw men Christward instead of earthward. And 
above all has God anointed Christ to give us the beauty 
of the Gospel, instead of the ashes of idle words. We 
are to watch for and seize the opportunity of weaving 
into our daily speech with men some sweet word of 
testimony concerning this marvelous Gospel of his; 
to pass on to lost men some one of those “wonderful 
words of life’ we sing about, rather than to let our 
lips become a fountain only of. vain, foolish words 
which are “idle,” that is, which are “not working” in 
the interests of Christ. who has given us this wonderful 
stewardship of words.. “Let your speech be alway 
with grace, seasoned with salt,” says the Spirit through 
Paul. Not all salt; not all preaching to men in our 
daily conversation with them. But “seasoned” with 
salt. Salt preserves life. And our. daily speech with 
men is to have such a touch of the Gospel-salt as shall 
do its work for Jesus Christ in men’s lives. This. is 
the beauty of the Gospel for the ashes of idle words. 

I once knew a godly railroad conductor. He ran 
an ore-train to the: Lake Superior mines. One day: 
he met a poor miner. He was an Austrian and ‘knew 
but little English,. But that did not daunt my friend: 
For him “I love to tell the story of Jesus. and: his 
love” was more than the sentiment of a hymn-couplet. 
To tell men of his Lord was the master passion of 
his life. Nor did he have any use forthe ashes: of 
idle words when God had given him the beauty: of 
the Gospel of: Christ. So ‘he told: his foreign miner 
friend the story of Christ’s love and sacrifice for him, 
The poor fellow listened with intense eagerness. . He 
drank in every word he could, with open mouth and 
listening ears. Day after day, as-they met, B re- 
peated to him the old, old story. The summer ended, 
and B—— took his journey southward and homeward. 
The next spring he returned to his work. The first 
question he asked was, “Where is John?” They told 
him he -was dead. “How did it happen?” he asked. 
They answered that John had been crushed between 
an ore-car and the loading platform. For two days 
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he tay in) agony in a near-by hospital. All through 
the weary hours of suffering, whether by day or 
night, there was one sentence which fell from his 
trembling lips. It was this.. “That man — him said — 
Jesus love me, That man—hint said—Jesus love 
me.”. And when the death-damp was on his brow, and 
his voice was faint and feeble, the last sentence he 
uttered was: “That man—him said — Jesus love me.” 
‘is B—— ‘turned: to mé with. tears in his eyes, and , 
a ring of triumph in his voice; he said, “I know that * 
man was ity I know the Spirit of God gave me 
that message drive homé to his lonely heart. I 
know I shall some day meet him in the Glory and re- 
joice with him in the presence of our Lord,” 
‘That was letting Christ use his lips for the beauty 
of the Gospel, instead of the ashes of idle words 
(Concluded on page 823) — - : 




















How Did the Human Race 
“Replenish” the Earth ? 


In Genesis 1:27, 28 we have the statement that God 
created man, male and female, and blessed them, also 
told them to “be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth.” : 

I presume this passage in Genesis is prior to the Fall? 

The question I wish to ask is, Did Adam and Eve obey 
ek command “to be fruitful and multiply” before the 

al 

Another question: what is meant by the command to 
replenish the earth? Was it inhabited at some former 
time? In Genesis 9:1 we have the same command 
given by God to Noah and his sons, after all fiesh had 
been destroyed by the flood.—An Idaho Reader, 


The Bible record shows that God’s command to 
Adam and Eve to “be fruitful,-and multiply, and re- 
plenish the earth,” was given before their temptation 
and fall. The command occurs at the end of the first 
chapter of Genesis, immediately after the record of 
their creation; and it is followed by the record of the 
conelusiom of the creative week: “And the evening 
and the morning were the sixth day.” Not until the 
third chapter do we come to the temptation and sin. 

The Genesis history indicates also that Eve had 
no children until after the fall. When God gave the 
command to “be fruitful, and multiply,” he set no 
time for the keeping of that command. Adam and 
Eve were then sinless, living in unbroken fellowship 
with God. The command was given to them, not as 
individuals merely, but as the progenitors of the hu- 
ma race to come. It included not only Adam: and 
Eve, ‘but their descendants. It was not rescinded by 
God after the fall, when he-judged the sin of the 
woman and the man; and it has never been rescinded 
during all the succeeding dispensations. F 
' The first record of the: keeping’ of the command 
occurs at the beginning of the fourth chapter of Gene- 
sis, when Cain was born, and then Abel. 

The English word “replenish” suggests a meaning 
that is not in the original Hebrew of Genesis 1, nor 
is it in the Greek of the Septuagint Version of the 
Old Testament. The ordinary meaning of the Eng- 
lish word “replenish” is to “fill again after having been 
diminished or emptied.” But the Hebrew word trans- 
lated “replenish” does not have this meaning. It means 
simply “to fill.’ The Greek word here, in the Sep- 
tuagint, is plerosate, from pleroo, meaning fill, fill up, 
fill to the full. Adam and Eve were to be the father 
and, mother of a new race, which had not existed be- 
fure. The earth had not hitherto been inhabited by 
other men, as the English word “replenish” mislead- 
ingly suggests. It was now for the first time to be 
filled by the human race, and so God “blessed them, 
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and fill the earth.” 

‘The English word “replenish” comes from the 
Latin repleo. The Latin particle re has various mean- 
ings, including the idea of “again” or repetition, and 
on the other hand it sometimes- indicates “the oppo- 
site state,’ as in “retract,” or take back; again, it 
may simply add intensive force. Thus repleo includes 
the meaning “‘fill completely,” and we find. that the 
English word “replenish” has also the meanings “fill 
completely, cause to abound, finish, complete, perfect.” 

‘Thus to the sinless Adam and Eve, in perfect fel- 
lowship with God, was given the divine command to 
be fruitful, and: multiply, and fill the earth with: the 
new: race that had been God’s crowning act of crea- 
tion, What such a race would have been had sin never 
entered, we cannot know in this life. . The patience and 
grace of God are seen in the fact that, after the fruit 
of :Adam’s and -Eve’s sinning had gone on until the 
“wickedness of man was great in the earth, and... 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually,” and God had to destroy all but 
a'single righteous family of the human race, then again 
the same divine command was given to Noah and his 
sons after the flood: “Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
fill the earth” (Gen, 9:1). 
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By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
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A Visit to Alexander Smellie’s Home 


In an atmosphere filled with the memory of one of God’s noblemen 








as — 





of tHe first of the travel sketches . published 
here last summer, describing some _of thé ex- 
periences of the foreign trip of three and a half months 
made by the writer. In that first article it was prom- 
ised that a later sketch would tell of the visit in the 
Carluke home of the greatly beloved Dr. Alexander 
Smellie, whose writings had been a unique enrichment 
of The Sunday School Times, and who was called to 
be with the Lord in May of 1923. The present article 
is in fulfilment of that promise, and it is a privilege 
to live again, by its writing, through the rare charm 
and fellowships of the Carluke visit. : 
Before we left America Mrs. Smellie had written 
Mrs. Trumbull and myself a most gracious invitation 
to come to her home, “The Clachan.” Her letter is 
so characteristic that it is quoted here, in part: 


I am so glad that we are to see you. I teo am going to 
Keswick, I expect, this year. I hope that, if you could 
tolerate life in a simple way, you will come to The Clachan. 
We have two wee rooms that we should be so glad to put 
at your disposal, and we’d be glad to treat you as members 
of the family if you could put up with us. You could come 
right from Glasgow. It is quite in the country here, and 
you could rest if you choose. The Dad’s library would ii- 
terest you, and would provide mental and spiritual supplies 
which'I fear you might not find in your hostess. Just let 
me know when you’d like to come to us and it will be all 
right. If only — oh, if only —the dear Dad could have been 
here to welcome you! 


id Ba Philadelphia to Carluke”. was the title 


No one could resist an invitation like that, and gladly 
we made our plans to take the short run of fourteen 
miles from Glasgow to ’Carluke the very day our ship 
docked. ‘Those who know Mrs. Smellie, or who_ are 
familiar with her writings, will realize that there was 
no lack of. “mental and spiritual supplies’ from our 
hostess during our visit. 


Irresistible Carluke 


Mrs. Trumbull’s account of Carluke, written in our 
travel book, gives a glimpse of what met our eyes as we 
left the train: 

“Carlike is a small but irresistible Scotch village, 
which wanders freely over crooked lanes and curving 
roads, and with the miost superb views of distant roll- 
ing hills and densely wooded valleys, and the Clyde 
at the far, far edge of the world. Here in this half- 
forgotten village dear, wonderful Alexander Smellie 
preached, and wrote his marvelous books. . 

“They lived in the Manse while he was alive, and 
Betty says they had all the plans made for The Clachan 
before he died. So after he was taken Betty built 
the charming little Scotch home where she and her two 
sons live. : 

“From. the study windows one can see the entire 
horizon, — such ‘a satisfying view: green pastures 
where patient cattle feed and white woolly sheep send 
up their plaintive ‘ba, ba.’ And here on these wind- 
swept hills the flowers grow in greatest beauty. Betty’s 
garden is a riot of yellow wall flowers, giant purple 
and pink canterbury bells, tall fox gloves, and lovely 
lavender everywhere. - : 

“Betty herself is Scotland; tall, vigorous, hardy, 
glowing with the health of the Scotch hills, filled with 
the fire and mysticism of ker land.” 


The Clachan, although Dr. ‘Smellie never lived in 
it, was redolent with his memory. “Clachan” means 
“a handful o’ wee houses.” The Doctor’s books line 
the walls. And the pictures hanging on those walls, 
in every room and in the hallways, were all — with 
the exception of one or two given by friends — Dr. 
Smellie’s own selections. Never elsewhere, in any 
home in the world, have I seen such taste and beauty 
and impressiveness in pictures. It was a study all 
by itself. id 

There were, of course, many portraits of personal 
friends and others‘ who were outstanding lights in 
Bible exposition and literature. Principal Cairns, 
Bishop Westcott, Godet, Gladstone, A. B. Davidson, 
Alexander McLaren, Franz Delitzsch, Cromwell, 
Moody, Evan Hopkins, Luther, and Melancthon, and 
an autographed photograph to Dr. Smellie from Sir 
James Barrie, show the reach and variety of these 
friends of past and present. : 

*. Sargent’s Prophets, from the Boston Library, were 
there. The famous and remarkable bas-reliefs of 
Bible scenes, done by a noted Scandinavian sculptor, 
were scattered throughout the house. The familiar 
painting of Christ and the Rich Young Ruler; an un- 
forgettable picture of Judas; a beautiful painting 
of a Lutheran Communion Service in Germany in the 
old days; the “Praying Hands”; half a dozen views 
in the Luther Country, —all these feasted, or rested, 
or challenged the eye and the heart. And there was 


a large reproduction, in the dining room, of a paint- 
ing of the Lord. Jesus Christ in the midst of.a group 





With this article the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times resumes the story of the unusual fellow- 
ships and delightful experiences that came to him 
last summer, while journeying in Scotland, Eng- 
land, Belgium and Italy. Earlier travel articles 
by Mr. Trumbull appeared in The Sunday School 
Times of August 1, 15, and September 5. In next 
week’s issue he will tell of his visit in the home of 
Sir William M. Ramsay, the distinguished arche- 
ologist and New Testament scholar. 








of happy Scotch children playing in a field. A lame 
boy is there, drawn from life; other children’s faces 
in the picture have been recognized by people who 
knew them. 

One cannot read Dr. Smellie’s writings without real- 
izing that he is in the presence of an utterly unusual 
soul. This impression is confirmed, in countless ways, 
when one comes close to his loved ones or those to 
whom he ministered. His writing was what it was, 
not merely because he was an extraordinary reader 
and steeped in the choicest literature of present and 

t generations, and above all else in the Word of 

but also because it was an unconscious expres- 

sion of his own life,— which was more beautiful 
than anything he could ever write. 

The reason for this was the fact that the Lord Jesus 
Christ was at the center of Dr. Smellie’s life, in a 
way.that is all too rare even among God’s most de- 
voted children. He was like another Scotch saint, 
concerning whom an English preacher once said that 
if Scotland had done nothing else, in all her history, 
than to produce Samuel Rutherford, she would have 
more than justified her existence. Alexander Smellie 
was like Samuel Rutherford in his love for Christ. 
He was in love with Christ. Those who heard him 
say, in prayer, “My lovely Lord,” could never forget 
it. And so the Lord’s service was never bondage to 
him, but joy and fr 

As a speaker at the memorial service held in Car- 
luke a year after Dr. Smellie’s death, when a mural 
tablet was unveiled in the church in which he had 
ministered for’ almost a quarter of a century, said: 
“One of the chief characteristics of Dr. Smellie was 
his exaltation of the Lord. That was the pivot around 
which his life and actions revolved. This was the cen- 
ter of all his teaching, and to it he applied all his 
wide range of reading and knowledge. The aim he 
constantly set before himself was to magnify Christ 
and to exalt him in the eyes of his fellow men.” Fur- 
thermore, “His great aim was the salvation of sinful 
men, women, and children, and he took as his themes 
the ordinaries of the Christian church.” 

Those who best knew Dr. Smellie testify to the in- 
describable spiritual fragrance of his life. He must 
have fulfill in an extraordinary way, the word of 
the apostle: “Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 
the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in 
them that are saved, and in them that perish.” 


The Humility of Greatness 

While Dr, Smellie’s intellectual and spiritual powers 
were those of a giant, his gentleness and humility 
were his conspicuous attributes. He became increas- 
ingly an invalid during the latter years of his life, 
and was more and more dependent upon the ministry 
of the loved ones in his own home. He suffered 
greatly, One of his family expressed sorrow to him, 
one morning, that he had had such a bad night. “Oh, 
no, my dear,” was the reply; “not a ‘bad night,’ just 
the best night I could have had, just the night that 
God planned for me.” He was ‘just an exquisite soul, 
2 sanctified soul, a velvet. soul,” says one who knew 

im. 

After sleepless nights he would always ask, the first 
thing in the morning, for his Greek Testament, and 
he would lose himself in this at the beginning of the 
day. He spent much time alone in prayer. He used 
devotional books that have brought blessing to multi- 
tudes of ordinary folk, like “Daily Light.” 

The family life must have been very beautiful. The 
father and mother and two boys had family worship, 
always twice a day; immediately after breakfast, in 
the dining-room; and then about nine o’clock in the 
evening in the drawing-room. On Sunday nights they 
always sang “The Lord’s My Shepherd.” 

A little daughter, Frances Elizabeth, died at three 
years of age. The two sons, James Alexander and 
William Aitken, have grown up to be a real joy in 
this home. Both are graduates of the University of 





Glasgow, the older son having been the youngest man 
in his year who won an honors degree at twenty-one. 
The boys became members of the church under their 
father’s ministry, and they are the fifth generation of 
Smellies to be connected. with this congregation in 
Carluke. It is good to know that they have been such 
devoted sons to their father and mother, never having 
caused them an anxious thought. 

Some one has cailed attention to the fact that, be- 
fore John the Baptist had ever heard the Lord Jesus 
Christ preach, but when John saw him walking, he 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” And those who 
never heard Dr. Smellie preach, when they simply saw 
him, felt the presence of Christ. 

Dr. Smellie’s intellectual qualities were as remark- 
able as his spiritual. Readers of the Times will re- 
call the marvelous beauty and aptness of the quotations 
from the whole realm of literature that made his Sun- 
day-school lesson articles so distinctive. He had mas- 
tered the art of reading very swiftly, yet he read with 
a memory that could repeat a whole page after once 
reading it. He could give book and page references 
from memory. And he had that “microscopic accur- 
racy” which is a mark of true scholarship. If neces- 
sary, he would go from Carluke to Edinburgh to 
verify a comma, 

Mrs. Smellie, who is continuing her husband’s min- 
istry in connection with the notes of the International 
Bible Reading Association, using material largely her 
husband’s, but often with her own writings inter- 
woven, has been trained in this same indefatigable re- 
search and patience in her work. In connection with 
one of the Bible Reading Notes‘she felt that something 
that Dr. Smellie had written was just what was needed, 
and for three months she hunted through his material 
until she found it. It is gratifying to Know that, since 
Dr. Smeilie’s death, the circulation of the Notes has 
not only not fallen off, as carried forward by Mrs. 
‘Smellie, but has increased by several thousands, reach- 
ing in England alone well on toward 100,000 persons, 
and circulating also in almost one hundred foreign 
countries. 


Dr. Smellie’s Devotion to His Family 


The husband and father was loved, in that home, 
to a very unusual degree. His devotion to his loved 
ones must have been the secret of this. In a volume 
on cooking and household management, called “The. 
Woman’s Book,” which he gave to Mrs. Smellie some 
years ago, is inscribed on the fly leaf: “To the Wife 
| rules the House, from her servant, lover, and hus+ y 

an 7 

But Dr. Smellie was human and fallible, like all 
other saints of God; and his sensitive nature and trué 
humility meant that he suffered far more than most 
men because of any failures in his life, of which he 
was so keenly conscious. He was sensitive toward 
God as well as toward man. Any failure or slip or 
sin whatsoever became at once a cloud between him 
and God. He would spend time lamenting and repent- 
ing of it in the presence of the Lord, and would be 
bowed down in heavy burden. 

And then, in the summer of 1912, he went to Kes- 
wick, Did such a Christian as Alexander Smellie 
need something that he did not yet have? Yes; and 
what a crisis it was for him! He came to see that 
he needed in his own life something that he had never 
yet taken. Through that clear-visioned man of God, 
Evan Hopkins, whose messages at Keswick rang out 
unerringly, for more than forty years, the Good News 
of present salvation, Dr. Smellie entered into the Rest 
of Faith. Of this experience he wrote to a friend: 


Last July God took me to the Convention, a visitor from 
the North, whose own heart was an ill-ordered room, 
and whose Christianity was marred by palpable de- 
fects and very grievous blemishes. It pleased Him, since 
His patience with His erring servant is an infinite patience, 
to reveal His Son within me in ampler and mightier aspects 
than I had seen Him formerly. And I came away persuaded 
that in my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ I could have a 
present and continuous enfranchisement from the frictions 
and irritabilities and fretfulnesses which had broken my 
peace and hindered mournfully my testimony and fruit- 
bearing. The United Free minister’s house was a holy spot. 


His wife says that the new experience of the fulness 
of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ that came to 
her husband at that time was very real, and its out- 
workings were evident. “It made the Dad a far, far 


1The International Bible Reading Association includes 
over 11,000 branches, with a total membership of nearly a 
million members in more than ninety different countries, 
Membership consists in payment of an annual subscriptios 
{one shilling sixpence covers this with the Notes), and an 
intention~to read the selected Bible portions daily. Full 
information may be had, post’ free; from the Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. Stephen C. Bailey, 56 Old Bailey, London, 
E. C. 4,° England. , 
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happier Christian. The effort is gone of trying to 
keep yourself. What a difference it made to him!” 

Dr. Ssnellie went to the Keswick Convention gver 
and over again after that, and he gave the Bible Read- 
ings there more than once,—his volume, “The Glory 
of the Cross,” contains one of those series of Read- 
ings. He heard at Keswick such speakers as the late 
Prebendary Webb-Peploe, Bishop Moule, and those 
other spiritual giants of fifteen years ago. He wrote 
the life of Evan Hopkins, after this dear friend and 
teacher had been called to be with the Lord. 

In an address before the Synod of his Church, which 
he called “By Divers Portions and in Divers Man- 
ners,’ Dr. Smellie told of different choice spirits to 
whose ministry his own life was deeply indebted, — 
D. L. Moody, A. B. Davidson, and others; and the 
last of these was Evan Hopkins. In that address, 
which may well close this inadequate sketch, Dr. 
Smellie said: 

“Years after those lessons we have been summariz- 
ing came to him, God spoke another of His portions 
in another of His manners to this member of the 
Secession Church. He sent him to the Keswick Con- 
vention, to make a discovery of which he stood in 
sorest need — the discovery that simple faith in Christ 
is the secret, not of justification alone, but of sanctifi- 
cation too. Many of you nevér would have required 
this teaching. You understood all along that the be- 
ginning of the new life sets the pattern for the sequel 
—the pattern of a sufficient and unfailing grace on 
God’s side, to be answered by an unquestioning and 
receptive trust on our side, 

“Yet there are Christians who resemble him whom 
I am attempting to delineate to you. If they begin 
by letting Christ do everything, they revert. after- 
ward to the notion; that they must be responsible them- 
selves, in large measure, for the completion of the 
work. It is an ascetic discipline. It is a rigorous en- 
deavor. It is an uphill climb. And the results -are 
most disappointing — regret, struggle, defeat. The 
emphasis has been on the wrong factor, on the energies 
of the redeemed and quickened self instead of on the 
energies of the Lord, a Lord who keeps and estab- 
lishes and performs and perfects the life which He 
created and called into being. Thus it was with our 
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foolish friend. His history within and without was 
depicted exactly in one of the Keswick hymns, a hymn 
of Bishop Moule’s: 

Alas! ill-orderéd shows the dreary room, 

The household stuff lies heaped amidst the gloom; 

The table empty stands, the couch undressed; 

Ah, what a welcome ‘for the Eternal Guest! 


“But the Eternal Guest, whose love is as unstinted 
and unbounded as His power, did not despise the un- 
inviting place. He took it afresh for His home, a 
home yielded to Him more completely than before; 
and the man who was recipient of such sheer mercy 
can go on now with the hymn: 

I seek no more to alter things, or mend, 
Before the coming of so great a Friend... 

Come not to find, but make, this troubled heart 

A dwelling worthy of Thee as Thou art. : 

“So he thinks of Keswick much as the Jew thought 
of Jerusalem; and for one of its leaders he gives espe- 
cial thanks — for Evan Hopkins, the veteran to-day 
in his gracious and lovely age, who has guided the 
Convention since its commencement forty-two Julys 
ago, a most discerning and sane and balanced exposi- 
tor of the truth, and a saint whose brotherliness and 
Christliness adorn the Gospel—a Gospel for Chris- 
tians no less than for sinners — which it has been his 
joy to proclaim.” 

In that message Dr, Smellie also voiced his prayer 
for the Church of Christ. 


“I pray that it may be a Church penitent because 
of much in its past; returning in faith and in prayer 
to its first love; and revived by God, so that it shall 
declare more unflinchingly His mind, shall carry out 
more steadfastly His will, and shall shine more lumin- 
ously with His holiness. Its message will be that 
message whose main ingredients we have been passing 
in review — an assured redemption through a sufficient 
‘Saviour, a Bible inspired of God and profitable, a Gos- 
pel preached with decision and urgency and yearning, 
a Father who wills not that any should perish, a re- 
newed and sanctified life which Christ preserves from 
falling and leads from strength to strength. These 
are the essential verities,” 


PHILADELPHIA. . 
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Why he is one of the greatest 
historians of all time 








Luke, Greek Physician and Historian 


-By LeGrand Guerry, M.D. 














In last week's issue of The Sunday School Times, Dr. Guerry marshalled the unmistakable evidences in Luke’s 


Gospel and in Acts that the writer was a Greek physician. 





In the present article he deals with Luke as a writer of 


history. These two articles comprise an address delivered by Dr. Guerry before the Southern Surgical Association, 
last year, on the occasion of his election as President. Much useful material will be found here for the study of 
the closing chapters of Acts, during the last weeks of 1925. 


HERE has been time only to scanethe outlines of 
what could be said about him professionally. We 

k now pass to the consideration of Luke the His- 
torian. 

“The scene then which comes into view for study 
is afforded by a race of men who, in their time and as a 
people, were without a peer in mental capacity and 
grasp, and in the degree of intellectual depth, breadth, 
and culture attained by them in the course of their 
national life’ (Homan). 

As you well know Luke has written a history, namely, 
the third Gospel and the Book of the Acts. It shall 
be our endeavor to show that he is entitled to rank 
among the greatest historians of all time. 

Some of the leading scholars, notably Ramsay, main- 
tain as a result of scientific investigation and a life 
spent in scholarly research and study, that he is en- 
titled to equal rank with Thucydides, who by common 
consent is conceded to be the greatest historian that 
ever lived. ‘ 

As a setting for this presentation permit me to call 
rent attention to the prologue of his Gospel. The 

ing James Version reads as follows: “Forasmuch 
as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a 
declaration of those things which are most surely be- 
lieved among us, Even as they delivered them unto us, 
which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and min- 
isters of the word; It seemed good to me also, having 
had perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent The- 
ophilus, That thou mightest know the certainty of 
those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” This 
prologue immediately introduces us to both the qual- 
ity and character of the mind of the man who is writ- 
ing. It is a flat, categorical, unequivocal asservation. 

We are also given a clear view of the candid sci- 
entific spirit in which he records the facts of his 
history. 

Especial attention is directed to the phrase “in or- 
der.” This expression in the original Greek manu- 
script does not refer to mathematical order, nor to 
historical sequence, nor even to chronological order. 

What the expression really means is: The history 
that I am writing is a complete story, a Connected 
account, omitting nothing of importance and present- 
ing the whole truth. 


Another point: The introductory four verses amount- 
ing to forty-two words in the Greek, contain more 
certainty and conviction as to the facts to be related, 
and without the suggestion of conscious effort on the 
part of the writer, than any equal number of verses 
in the literature of the world on any subject whatso- 


er. 

He trod the mystic maze of the most intricate and 
the most corrupt political organization that the world 
has ever known, and did it with the most exact and 
painstaking accuracy. 

Great historians are the rarest of men, there are 
only a very few of them who measure up to the stand- 
ard of greatness. 

_ Two conditions must be met to occupy such a posi- 
tion: 

1. There must be an accurate, truthful portrayal 
of the facts involved. 


_2. There must be proper emphasis and interpreta- 
tion placed on the events and principles recorded. 


On this point Ramsay writes as follows: “I began 
with a mind unfavorable to it [the value of The Acts], 
for the ingenuity and apparent completeness of the 
Tubingen theory had at one time quite convinced me. 
. .. It was gradually borne in upon me that in various 
details the narrative showed marvelous truth. 

“The question among modern scholars now is with 
regard to Luke’s credibility as a historian; it is gen- 
erally conceded that he wrote at a comparatively early 
date; and had authorities of high character, even when 
he himself was not an eyewitness. How far can we 
believe his narrative? The present writer takes the 
view that Luke’s history is unsurpassed in respect of 
its trustworthiness.” 

ae first and essential quality of the historian is 
truth. 

“The more I have studied the narrative of The Acts, 
and the more I have learned year after year about 
Graeco-Roman society and thoughts and fashions and 
organizations in those provinces, the more I admire 
and the better I understand. I set out to look for 
truth on the borderland where Greece and Asia meet, 
and found it here. You may press the words of Luke 
in a degree far beyond any other historians, and they 
stand the keenest scrutiny and the hardest treatment, 
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provided always that the critic knows the subject and 
does not*go beyond the limits of science and justice.” 
_ Robertson, commenting on Ramsay, says: “His 
judgment will be found to be true if one looks at all 
the facts with an open mind.” 

Ruskin also‘cautions us: “Be sure that you go to 
the author to get at his meaning, not to find yours 
and to judge it afterward, if you think yourself qual- 
ified to do so; but ascertain it first. And be sure, also, 
if the author is worth anything, that you will not get 
at his meaning all at once.” 

_ Passing from a general discussion to the concrete 
illustrations of Luke’s great historic agcuracy am 
trustworthiness, consider the following from Luke’s 


Gospel, chapter 2:1: “And it came to pass in those ~ 


days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Au- 
gustus, that all the world should be taxed.” The word 
“taxed” here means enrolment, and the statement goes 
on to say, that Cyrenius was governor of Syria. The 
point is that Caesar Augustus had ordered a periodic 
enrolment or census, to be taken every fourteen years 
of all the people. This is Luke’s statement of the fact. 
Zahn, a German author, flatly denies the statement that 
there had ever been a periodic enrolment. Here we 
are now, fairly at issue. Luke says that there was an 
enrolment. Zahn says that there was not an enrol- 
ment. Zahn wrote a book in which he made an ex- 
haustive effort to prove that Luke did not know what 
he was talking about. ‘Supporting Zahn’s position the 
tide of rationalistic criticism was strongly against Luke, 
all the way from Bauer to McGiffert; the world of 
cama on the one hand, and Luke alone on the 
other. 

The book was hardly off the press before an orig- 
inal papyrus was unearthed in one of the sarcophagi 
in Egypt which proved beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that during the period mentioned by Luke, and spe- 
cifically during the reign of Caesar Augustus, there 
was a periodic enrolment throughout the Roman em- 
pire every fourteen years. Notice the change that this 
produced. Whereas everybody.was right and Luke 
was wrong, now everybody was wrong and only Luke 
was right. Those of you who are particularly inter- 
ested in this question can find in) Ramsay’s work, “Was 
Christ Born at Bethlehem?” a photographic reproduc- 
tion of the enrolment order. 

Luke’s further statement that Cyrenius (Quirinius) 
was governor of Syria, was also brought into ques- 
tion and a vast amount of work done to prove that he 
was both inaccurate and untruthful in this statement. 
We now know positively, thanks to very recent arche- 
ological research, that Quirinius was not only once, 
but twice, governor of Syria, first between 10 and 7 
B. C. and again in A. D. 6. Im Antioch in Pisidia, a 
place visited by Paul and Barnabas, recorded in Acts 
13, Ramsay discovered the tablet-which confirms Luke’s 
accuracy on this point. He also discovered a balustrade 
containing an epitome of the reign of Caesar Au- 
gustus, 

Still another striking vindication of this historian’s 
accuracy. 

In Acts 17: 6 Luke speaks of the politarchs of Thes- 
salonica. The word politarch in English means ruler. 
This statement means that the city of Thessalonica 
was governed by various politarchs or rulers. Again 
we hear the Babel of discordant and critical voices: 
“Luke, you are obliged to be ‘wrong in this particular. 
The scholarship of the world is against you. We have 
searched classical Greek, we have searched modern 
Greek, we have searched the city of Thessalonica, and 
there is no such word to be found as politarch.” 

About ten years ago a marble slab was discovered 
in the wall of a house behind the Tower Gate of 
‘modern Salonica (ancient Thessalonica), and on it 
was inscribed the word politarch. It proved to be a 
monument to the politarchs governing the city of Thes- 
salonica dating from the time of Luke’s visit. This 
find was so valuable that a good price was paid for 
the slab. This discovery stimulated further investi- 
gation, and fourteen other monuments have been found, 
absolutely corroborating Luke’s statement. ea 

Another interesting incident is the complete vindica- 
tion of Luke in his reference to Sergus Paulus, the 
governor as proconsul. A still more notable example 
of his remarkable trustworthiness is the shipwreck 
caper, Acts 27, in which is described the trip to 

ita. 

Issue has been taken with nearly every statement 
Luke made about this voyage. In an exhaustive study 
of this matter in the Homiletic Review, August, 1919, 
page 10, Lieutenant Smith concludes: “We have seen 
in our examination that every statement as to the 
movements of the ship from the time when she left 
Fair Havens until she was beached at Malta, as set 
forth by’ St. Luke, has been verified by external and 
independent evidence of the most exact and satisfying 
nature.” 

No useful purpose would be served by further illus- 
trations to prove the historical accuracy of our col- 
league. They are innumerable. His position has been 
vindicated by the cold, critical, scientific investigation 
and research of the best scholarship of the world. 
What more can we demand? The whole tide of ra- 
tionalistic criticism has so completely changed that 
now the very presumption of truth is in favor of Luke’s 
reliability and trustworthiness. : ? 

Reference must be made to the extraordinary liter- 
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ary quality of his writings. When we consider his 
work, not from the religious standpoint, but as liter- 
ature of surpassing beauty and merit, we find, for 
example, in the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel, the 
Magnificat {Song of Mary), the Benedictus, the Ave 
Maria, the Gloria in Excelsis, the Nunc-Dimitis (the 
Song of Simeon). The story of Bethlehem is the 
greatest of epics. Renan makes the statement. that 
“Matthew's Gospel is the greatest book éver written, 
and Luke’s Gospel ‘is the most beautiful hook, ever 
written,” ; ek 

Luke typifies the proper relationship of the physician 
to society. On the one hand we find him a doctor of 
great culture and learning, while om the other we see 
him as one of the great dynamic characters of his- 
tory making his influence felt to the highest degree on 
the moral and religious life of the race. 

Woodrow Wilson, in one of his clearest moments 
said: “The sum of the whole matter is this, that our 
civilization cannot survive materially unless it be re- 
deemed spiritually.” Observation leads me to the view 
that the drift, the tug of our modern civilization is in 
the direction of a gross materialism, in this material- 
istic tendency, America is a full participant. Under 
the influence of Baumgarten, Semler, Nietzsche, Well- 
hausen, and their followers, we are drifting straight 
to the depths of Germany’s materialistic philosophy. 
I emphasize this statement because I believe that no 
single group of men contribute more to the material- 
istic view of life than do physicians. There are many 
exceptions to this statement, but substantially it is 
true. Furthermore, my firm conviction is, that no 
matter how outstanding a man’s achievement may be, 
if his teaching is such as to destroy men’s faith in God, 
his life will have done more harm than good. 

“The elemental fact of the universe is the fact of 


Professor Robert Milliken, probably the foremost 
physicist of the present day says: “It is to me unthink- 
able that a real atheist should exist at all. Every man 
who is sufficiently in his senses to recognize his own 
ability to comprehend the problem of existence, must 
also recognize the existence of Something, a Power, 
a Being, in whom and because of whom he himself 
—, It is God that gives meaning to the mystery 
of life.” 

Evidently then, we must predicate the fact of Ged 
before we can begin to think rationally. For this 
belief there are many subterfuges, but no substitutes; 
and just now we are quite busy paying the price for 
attempting to find substitutes. ‘ 

Bergson says: “The foundation of all philosophical 
thought and the axiom of axioms is the fact of a world 
embracing spiritual life.” 

know it is quite unpopular even to speak of it, 
but this is my opportunity to say exactly what I think. 
We hear much these days about remedies for indus- 
trial unrest, social unrest, and the need for relief is 
very pressing. Likewise, we need to know more of 
science. ‘These things, however, do not represent our 
greatest need. Yes, I dare to say to the Southern 
Surgical Association to-night, ins simple frankness 
and without even the suggestion of an apology, that 
the stupendous, the abysmal need of the world to-day, 
s for God as revealed in the Person of his Incarnate 

on, - 

Immediately we hear this objection: “Your position 
is unscientific and you have parted company with 
scientific men.” I afn not so sure of this.. It may in- 
terest you to know what kind of scientific company 
one keeps in this regard; Professors Dana, Hitchcock, 
Mitchell, Romanes, Frederick Wright, Guyot, Sir Wil- 
liam Dawson, Louis Pasteur, Lord Kelvin, Sir Isaac 
Newton, Leibnitz, Herschel, Linnaeus, Kepler, Pascal, 
Davy, Faraday, Cuvier, Boyle; Sydenham, Boerhaave, 
Simpson, "ush, Duke of Argyle, David Brewster, 
Mendelee*’ Roentgen, Agassiz, and Lord Francis Ba- 
con. auley said of Bacon that he possessed the 
most ea. isitely constructed intellect that was ever 
given to the mind of man. 

Materialism is a wonderful truth, but it is only half 
the truth. It is the spiritual which makes the material 
complete. These two ideas are not antagonistic but 
complementary. They are not in opposition, but ap- 
position. They lie in parallel planes of thought and 
represent two great departments of truth as a whole. 
By this distinction one unites belief in law and natural 
order upon which science rests with the belief in pur- 
pose on which philosophy and religion insist. ~ 

Finally, as the perfect antithesis to an irrationalistic 
materialism, may I present Luke, the Greek physician? 
He exemplifies; he typifies; he fulfils. In him both 
ideas meet and we find mental and spiritual rest and 
peace. Apart from his philosophy of life there is no 
light ahead. A very wise old philosopher once said, 
that every. question reduced to its simplest terms, was 
a moral question, and that every moral question was 
fundamentally a religious question. 

Defining science, then, as the knowledge of truth 
whatever its source, why should not a religious truth 
be just as scientific as a truth of physical science? Of 
course it is. 

The thing that I am trying to say is this: that with 
all of her transcendent achievement of the past; look- 
ing for even greater things in the future; laying at 
her feet every tribute she deserves; and yielding to 
no one in my admiration and regard for her, I hold 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


this brief against sciehce; unless she can be brought 
to possess a spiritual background, ultimately, she will 
come to know the meaning of the house that was left 
to itself desolate. At the center of the scientific uni- 
verse, God belongs. 

May we think in a closing moment of Kepler, su- 
premely great scientist that he was, on his knees be- 
fore his telescope, with bowed head, exclaiming: “I 
am thinking the thoughts of God.” 

Cotumezia, S, C, 


As ‘a ‘last reminder of a‘ few. of the best books for more 
leisurely and extended study of the Book of Acts, the fol- 
lowing are recommended, and may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia: 

The Acts of the Holy Spirit. By Arthur T. Pierson, 
Particularly helpful for spiritual interpretation and devo- 
tional application. The development of the Apostolic Church 
and the spread of Christianity are shown to be the out- 
workings of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers, and 
the whole Book of Acts is revealed as a record of the 
revelation of the Spirit in his relations to believers as 
Christ’s witnesses, and to the Church as a witnessing body. 
New edition, $1. 

The Acts of the Apostles, Studies in Primitive Chris- 
tianity. By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. The leading 
features of the Acts are presented with wonderful care and 
clearness, and with suggestions and interpretations suit- 
able also for outlines for Bible classes, expository sermons, 
or individual study. 75 cents; postage, 6 cents. 

The Life of St. Paul. By James Stalker. An orderly 
historical account, with practical and devotional applica- 
tions. 90 cents. » 

An Atlas of the Acts and Epistles. By John F. Stirling. 
go cents. 

ye 


A Watch Night Call of the Great 
Commission Prayer League 


SLAVE you a Watch Night program?” Again 
and again at this season of the year this ques- 
tion is asked. No, we have no “set program” to sug- 
gest. We believe that the Holy Spirit’s program for 
a prayer-meeting is prayer. 

Have a Watch Night meeting in your church if 
you can. If not, then in some home, As to length, 
say from g or 10 o'clock until 1 A. M., or later. Pray 
much about it beforehand. Invite praying people. But 
also, if so led, invite sinners, and point them to Christ, 
That would be a glorious way to end the old year 
and to begin the new. A several hours meeting could 
be interspersed with song and testimonies, but better 
omit sermons and addresses. Give the interceding 
Spirit the right of way! 

A new edition of “Suppose,” a pamphlet God has 
graciously used in prayer ministry and soul. winning, 
has just been prepared. If led to do so, you might 
send for sufficient copies, without waste, to present 
on Watch Night, and suggest earnestly that the prayer 
list blanks be filled out privately by each person, and 
that 1926 be dedicated to prayer and personal soul- 
winning. One hundred thousand persons each leading 
one soul to Christ during each month of 1926 will make 
over one million souls for Christ during the year! 
Think of the resulting “joy in the presence of the 
angels of God”’—and in your own heart as well! 
Will you do your part? This is the Lord’s question, 
“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.” 

While you pray on Watch Night —and also during 
the Week of Prayer — millions will be praying! Al- 
most the whole.true Church will be prostrate before 
God — praying for the Church’s revival, the world’s 
evangelization, the Lord’s return. Jew, Gentile, and 
Church of God will be the subjects of unnumbered 
prayers. And the God that answered “by fire’ in 
Elijah’s day is the God that will answer by “great 
and mighty things that we know not” in our day. Stu- 

lous spiritual events lie not far ahead. Oh, dear 
friend, let us of the Prayer League, and of Christ’s 
body at large, be not found wanting—‘“for every 
man’s work [yours and ours] will be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed 
by fire” (1 Cor. 3:12-15). And what will that reve- 
lation show, as to the character of service, and as to 
motive, in your case, for 1925— for 1926? Keep these 
words before you. And may God restore the years 
that hath been slothfully wasted or evilly devoured 
(Joel 2:25). 
O God, let not thy Word return unto thee void! 
CHICAGO, 
+ 4 


A New Year’s Letter 


Perhaps this letter, written several years ago by a conse- 

crated teacher to each member of an Adult Bible class, may 

suggest a way in which you can send to your class a mes- 
sage of help and encouragement for 1 


DFS Members of the Y. W. B. C.: A “Happy 
New Year” to each member of the class, — and 
it will be indeed a happy year all through if we each 
ane put first things first—not on New Year’s Day 
only, but every day; not through January: only, but 
through every month of all the year. Such first things, 
for example, as: 

The Word.—Not simply reading it the first thing 
each morning, but feeding upon it, letting our 
physical breakfast go rather than omitting our spir- 
itual breakfast. y 
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Prayer.—For one another, for the class, for the 
church and Sunday-school, for our pastors, for those 
on our prayer list, for the day ahead, — learning to 
pray prevailingly. 

Trust in Jesus—No matter how hard or dark the 
days, remembering that 

He knows, He loves, He cares; 
Let naught this faith ¢’er dim; 
He always’ gives his best to those 

Who walk apart with him. 


Be True to Jesus—Tell others about him. Let him 
live his life of winsomeness and love through each of 
us. And let us be especially kind to the lonely, to the 
erring, and to the outcast. Jesus sweetly lifts from 
the lowest levels to the highest levels. Let this mind 
be in you which was also in him, 


Ow Class.—Let us not compare our class with any 
other class in the Sunday-school, but only with what 
Jesus would have it be—the very best that he would 
have it be—for his dear sake alone. May it be a 
class of those who love the Word, who love to pray, 
who love to win souls—not to be seen of men, but 
for God’s glory alone. 

In closing, may I pass on to you two sweet little 
verses that have been in my Bible for years, and that 
on every New Year’s eve I spread before God, with 
brokenness of heart, and yet with joy that, like Paul, 
chief of sinners that I am, I have access to Him 
through Christ: , 

He came to my desk with a quivering lip — 
The lesson was done — 
“Dear teacher, I want a new leaf,’ he said, 
“I have spoiled this one.’ 
In place of the leaf so stained and blotted, 
I gave him a new one all unspotted, 
And into his sad eyes smiled, 
“Do better now, my child.” 


I went to the Throne with a quivering soul — 
The old year was done — 
“Dear Father, hast Thou a new leaf for me? 
I have spoiled this one.” 
He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one all unspotted, 
And into my sad heart smiled, 
“Do better now, my child.” 


Once more, may the New Year be your very best 
thus far, and may we all eagerly and joyfully await 
his coming. 

Yours, with gratitude to God for such a class, and 
for such a Friend that “sticketh closer than a brother.” 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. « ce 

Dear Mother Ruth: Will you help me as you have helped 
so many other girls? I think that you are about the only 
one who can give me the advice I need, because you do 
not know me, and therefore can give me impartial advice. 
If you think that I am at fault I know you will say so, 
and I shall try my best to live up to your advice, no mat- 
ter what your verdict will be. 


I have been a Christian for eleven years. At the pres- 


“ent time I am very unhappy because of constant misun- 


derstandings and troubles at home. My parents are not 
Christians, and so when I took my stand for Christ and 
joined the Church, I had to choose between them and the 
home, and God. I chose the Lord, but feeling it my duty 
I went back home, and ever since then my life has been a 
very lonesome one indeed. I seldom visit friends, and have 
had no friend of mine to my home for over three years, 
and no one except one who has been in this position, can 
realize how hard a thing that is to bear. There seems to 
be a “wall of partition’ between the family and myself. 
This is hard enough to bear, but there is even more than 
that, for there is always something sarcastic, something 
that will hurt because of my faith, said whenever there 
is a chance; and especially so when I refuse to go to a 
movie, or to some other worldly place. 

God has kept me through these years, and I know that 
he will keep me always. Sometimes I feel that I cannot 
stand it any longer, and really I am nearly broken both 
in heart and spirit over it all. I have become very nervous, 
and the least little thing will set me crying for hours, and 
I cannot stop, Sometimes I think -of leaving, but I cannot 
believe this is the thing for me to do, for I pray that 
they too shall believe on him and be saved, so I am try- 
ing to witness for him in the best way I can, at home and 
everywhere. 

I pray that I shall grow in grace and fellowship with him. 
I would never have written this to you had it not been 
that I feel that I shall break down physically under this 
strain, and that I know that you will understand and will 
help me.—‘JUST A GIRL.” 


M* DEAR GIRL: You have the sympathy of my 
heart, and I feel so very keenly for you, but I 
dare not take this matter out of God’s hands and at- 
tempt to give you the advice that I feel no one can 
safely give you, in his stead. This I do know, he will 
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not suffer you to be tempted above that which you are 
able through him to conquer (1 Cor. 10: 13). 

This is a great test, and out of it you will find God 
is going to lead you into some service for him, that 
you could not perform without this preparation. That 
you are feeling the loneliness, and the treatment you 
are receiving, is not to be wondered at, for these are 
of your own household, and God knows every little 
detail of your life. I wish I could say something that 
would get you up on the mountain of rejoicing. Read 
1 Peter 4: 12-14. Can you talk to God sufficiently 
that you can imbibe that spirit of self-renunciation 
that will not let these things move you? Of yourself 
you cannot do it, but if you will let God handle this 
thing for you, and if you will pass it right over to 
him, and do not look at the effects on yourself, nor 
give to yourself the self-pity that is the tendency of 
all of us, especially when we have no one earthly to 
whom we can unburden our hearts, you will find a 
relationship growing between you and your Master 
that will be worth all the suffering of loneliness, the 
reproaches of the family, and the separation that you 
find so hard to endure, 

You are, no dotibt, shining in a dark place for the 
Lord you love, and the very fact that you have been 
steadfast these years proves that God is in you, and 
that ere you are to move on you will see the answer 
to your prayers. God is true. and he will save your 
loved ones and will give you the “desires of your heart” 
in seeing them saved! Hold on a little longer! I 
so thoroughly believe that God has you in his thoughts 
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and is marking out your life, that I would not dare 
to say what you should do for fear his plan would be 
disturbed by the human advice, and God would be 
disappointed that you could not trust him absolutely! 

Let him carry this burden, and you accept the joy 
which comes from waiting on God for his time and 
his will. Do not get restive nor let the Devil dis- 
turb you and get you to run away from the suffering, 
if God wants you to stay, but with a heroic patience 
born of the Spirit, wait the hour when your Lord will 
say, “It is enough,” and you will be liberated from 
the thraldom of the influence of the evil one controlling 
the actions of your family. Of course they cannot 
now see with you, for “what communion hath light 
with darkness?” But the day will come when you 
will have the answer of their salvation, and you shall 
see them rejoicing in the same Saviour. 

You must not run away from them, unless your 
Lord tells you to! That would seem to be the easiest 
thing for you to do, but you will not do this I am 
sure, unless you have a deep conviction that God wants 
you to do it! Then obey his voice. Satan will try to 
offset any spirit of endurance that proves the pres- 
ence of God in you, and will try to make you fail in 
strength; but rise up in your God-given strength, and 
tell him your God will fight this battle for you, and 
you will hand it all over to him! 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always aboynding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 








In the Radosc Bible School of the 
Christian Testimony to Jews 








Training Missionaries for Central Europe 





By an American Visitor 























** I believe a dollar of the Lord’s money will go farther there, in the direct winning of souls, than in any other 
place I know,’’ said a Christian woman of wide influence, when speaking recenily of the work of the Christian 


Testimony to Jews, in Russia and Eastern Europe. 


She knew something of the sacrificial living of every worker 


in that field. This ‘glimpse of the Bible school at Radosc (pronounced Radost) is given by an American visitor 
who had no connection with the work. Since the article was written, God has in a remarkable way answered prayer 
at a critical moment by laying upon the heart of an English Christian and his wife to dedicate a substantial fund 
to the Testimony, that has made possible the initial payment toward the purchase of the property where the school 
is now located. It is hoped that the work of the school may not only be expanded and enlarged, so that it may 


become the radiating center for missionary work, but that during the summer months it may a 


Conference center where ne 
sage can gather for spiritual strength and fellowship. 


be made a Bible 


edy pastors, evangelists and Christian workers from the whole of Central and Eastern 


At the present time there is no such center available. 


present building on the property is in urgent need of repair and enlargement to take care of the growing 
student body. Several thousand dollars are urgently needed to meet immediate obligations for the work. Will 


you pray that God may supply all the needs? 


Gifts may be sent to Edward A. Steele, Treasurer, Christian 


Testimony to Jews, 90/ Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia. 


Odessa sent him to America, that he might 

forget the Lord Jesus, in whom he had come 
to believe, that some day the words of Zechariah 8: 
20-23, would come true in a little Jerusalem in Radosc, 
Poland: “Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, it shall come 
to pass, that there shall come people and the inhabitants 
of many cities, and the inhabitants of one city shall 
go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray be- 
fore the Lord, and to seek the Lord of Hosts. I will 
go also.” 

A half hour’s ride out of Warsaw, the capital City 
of Poland is Radosc, a summer resort. Walking from 
the station, across the sand, what a pleasant surprise 
greets the welcome visitor as he enters the beautiful 
grounds where the Radosc Bible School of the Chris- 
tian Testimony to Jews is located. The grounds and 
buildings do not belong to the school, but their use 
has been granted by Brother W. Zebrowski until such 
time as suitable quarters can be provided. It was the 
kind co-operation of this man that made possible the 
launching of this great work under the leadership of 
Moses Gitlin, of the Christian Testimony to Jews. A 
path leads through the center of an orchard where 
there are all kinds-of fruit trees, under which the 
fertile ground produces many varieties of vegetables. 
A picturesque summer house built on a knoll over- 
looking a pond affords a quiet nook for meditation. 
Here are shrubberies, and flowers are intertwined by 
pleasant walks, and the exhilarating air and a beau- 
tiful lake, combine to make Radosc the place needed 
for men and women studying the Word of God, who 
must in seven short months prepare for hardships on 
the firing line, —on Russia’s frontier in Poland, Rou- 
mania, Jugo-Slavia, and other countries of Central 
Europe, 

Six nationalities are represented in the eighteen stu- 
dents. When you realize that most of them. have 
come from rural sections where the possibilities for 
education and culture are very limited, you will marvel 
at the work of God in their lives. They have grown 
to be “bondservants” of Christ and the “servants of 
all.” Their manner and conversation - are pleasing. 
My first impression of ‘them was their simplicity of 
faith, sincerity, and the openness and naturalness of 
their daily lives in the Lord Jesus. - 

Permit me to introduce you to this tall, sturdy 
Ukrainian, Brother Baron. He was a™monk in the 


W 0 dreamed when Moses Gitlin’s family in 


Greek - Orthodox Church. With his splendid voice 
and ability to preach developed here, God will use 
him. The youngest of the school family is Sister 
Slavinka. She is fifteen years old, and has learned 
to speak English quite well. God is opening the way 
for her to go to America, through the Hyde family 
of Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Then there is an artist, a Ukrainian lad, just fifteen 
years old, Constantine Oleinik. His sketch of Mr. 
Hellyer of Philadelphia, Director of the Christian 
Testimony to: Jews, one of Mrs. Brookman of Denver, 
Col., and one of the beloved D. L. Moody adorn the 
wall of the dining-room. All are remarkable like- 
nesses and are the only pictures inthe house. 

One day, when about to enter the kitchen, I found 
the door peer. Sister Ola, a student of last year, 
who does the cooking for the school ‘“‘as unto the Lord,” 
was kneeling on the kitchen floor in prayer, her Bible 
before her. Her kitchen is her sanctuary. The Lord 
uses her in prayer and with the youngest sisters. An- 
other sister of last year types from six in the morn- 
ing until eight at night without any thought of re- 
muneration. She is a beautiful Ukrainian girl, with 
a fine voice. She has learned Yiddish, and hopes to 
work among the Jews. 

God, in his love, led Mr. Gitlin, his family, and the 
entire school by the way of the cross during the past 
winter. No money came for nearly three months. 
For many days the pantry was empty. Bread and 
potatoes were luxuries. Mushrooms gathered out of 
the woods, formed the menu. God was testing. The 
needs were. made known only to God. After a time 
of several days when there was nothing to eat, the 
Lord answered prayer, and friends from America sent 
help. God deepened the fellowship of all with him- 
self. He took the school through the valley of Baca, 
the valley of tears, in order to. bring them into the 
valley of Berachah, the valley of blessing. All who 
come here, receive a blessing. 

I learned of many remarkable answers to prayer in 
the school. A FPolish Russian. Army officer was 
brought to the reading of the Word and was converted. 
A Jewish inquirer was strengthened in the faith and 
baptized. A German lady of the nobility, a Catholic, 
who had drifted into New Thought, and was in charge 
of a professional school in Warsaw, was converted. 
She is doing mission work in Vienna at present. 

One of a group of Jews who came during the Pass- 
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over season,—a student of last year, Brother Sofer, 


— God has chosen to commence a great work among | 


the Jews of Warsaw. Upon each visit to the hall, 
we found scarcely room to stand. 


to a small hall in order to hear about their. Messiah. 
Mr. Sofer was at one time a-socialist, and so God is 
sending in many radical socialists. The splendid Eng- 
lish. courses draw them at first. Soon the Gospel in- 


terests them enough to come to the school at Radosc, 


and hear the Bible explained, : 

When Moses Gitlin was sent out to Vollynia in De- 
cember, 1921, by the Christian Testimony to the Jews, 
for eight months he engaged in itinerating evangelism 
among the Jews and Gentiles. During the autumn 
and winter of 1922, he taught weekly young people’s 
Bible classes in four villages. Then in February, 
1923, there came a call from the Union of. Evangel- 
ical Christians of Vollynia in Zdolbunowo for Bible 
courses. Two months he taught the Bible there. All 
this was a preparation and led to the establishing of 
the Radosc Bible courses. 

As much is taught as can be crowded into- seven 
months of intense work. Each year Mr. Gitlin has 
added to and improved the work. An original System 
of Bible Reading, Biblical Introduction and Synthesis, 
Pastoral Theology, including the Calling, Position, 
Qualifications, Life, and Problems of a preacher, 
Homiletics, Elementary Theory of Music, Evangelism 
and Religious Education under which comes Child 
Study, Sunday-school Work, Pedagogy, and Bible 
Stories are included in, the seven months course. 
Mr. Zebrowski gave splendid and needed assistance 
when he taught Church History, Bible Doctrine and 
Elementary Logic. A dear Sister Sulamovitch, who 
once was a nun, teaches Geography and Physiology. 
A young Polish woman who has been educated im 
England, teaches Polish. Mr. Gitlin taught the other 
classes himself, in addition to giving to Jews in War- 
saw English lessons twice a week, followed by a Gos- 
pel meeting. 

The fact that most of the students are able to con- 
verse in English, is proof that the teaching is of the 
best. Moses Gitlin believes the English to be a neces- 
sity in order to make available to these young people 
the best Christian literature which is very limited in 
Polish and Russian, Brother. Barchkurinski, a con- 
verted Jew, learned enough English in five weeks to 
teach it to beginners. The course has been worked 
out along practical lines to meet the needs of a mis- 
sionary. 

Every day, at six o’clock in the morning, the. students 
come together and read quietly and prayerfully the 
portion for that day from the Old Testament. Moses 
Gitlin shares with them the day’s manna, and each 
student has liberty to share what he has gathered. 
This leads to prayer for personal needs for the day. 
At six in the evening, the same program is followed 
by reading the New Testament. The students cove- 
nant to continue this habit of daily Bible reading 
through life. This course, with unique features worked 
out by Mr. Gitlin takes them through the Bible in 
six months. 

Truly apostolic is this present day training-school 
of evangelists of the burning heart. They are learn- 
ing not. the Bible only, nor English and homiletics 
alone, but, like Paul, they learn how to suffer want 
of many kinds, that they may be true ministers for 
the destitute and suffering peoples of Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

It was Mr. Henry L. -Hellyer of the Christian Tes- 
timony to the Jews who launched Moses Gitlin on his 
educational career after his arrival in America, Like 
a real American this young Jew lost no time. Ener- 
getic and brilliant, after spending four months in pre- 
paratory school, he found it the sensible thing to en- 
ter the last year of a Pedagogy Practise High School 
in Philadelphia, where he received his first American 
diploma. His next move was Pastor Fetler’s Bible 
School... Here he was called upon to teach English. 
During this time of Bible study, he completed a four 
months’ business course in Temple University and. be- 
came a typist. The Lord then led him to Moody Bible 
School, from which place he graduated. -While at 
Moody he was active in the Christian Russian Stu- 
dent Circle in evangelistic work, in the Marcy -Center 
work for Jews and Gentiles, and in Mr. Lewek’s Mis- 
sion for Jews. There is no doubt that God has chosen, 
equipped and used Moses Gitlin as a special instru- 
ment for the beginning and establishment of a great 


. work. for God in Eastern Europe and has gifted him 


as a Bible teacher who can teach the Word in Hebrew, 
German, Polish, Ukrainian, Russian, and English. : 

Arriving in Poland, Moses dressed like a native 
Ukrainian, and set out on foot to preach the Gospel. 
One evening on his way home from a Gospel meeting, 
a policeman confronted him and: asked him for his 
passport. When the passport was presented, the of- 
ficer was nonplussed. “You have an American pass- 
port, but you speak Russiam You Were born in Russia, 
You are a Jew, and yet you claim to be a Christian. 
It’s beyond me! Come along,.we must investigate your 
case.” He was imprisoned. After forty-two hours, 
having proved he was an American citizen, he was 
released. 

Soon after his arrival, a great joy came to the young 
missionary.’ His sweetheart who, under the terrific 


Young cultured : 
Hebrew men and women climb three flights of stairs 
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“Lesson for January 3 


John 1 : 1-18 


pressure of the post-war days in Russia, had departed 
from the Christian faith, came back to the Lord and 
met Mr. Gitlin in Poland; after a separation of nine 
years. Very soon they were married and went to- 
gether into Russia, where the Lord opened the door 
for’a brief period of testimony and service. 3 

i Poland's need, Very few are the faithful 
Gospel preachers. There is rich soil, ready to harvest 
among the Mariovites, a group of 50,000 people who, 
in 1905, left the Roman Catholic Church with thirty- 
three priests who were excommunicated. Mr, W 


‘ Zebrowski° was one of these en who later found 


the Lord as his personal Saviour. They rebelled 
against the immorality in the church. It was contrary 
to their principles to take money for their services 
except as the le gave it voluntarily. They be- 
lieved in marriage. They believed that their elders 
should be obeyed. They translated all their ceremonies 
and services from, the Latin into Polish. Though 
there is much form in this movement, it is purer than 
the Independent Polish Church in America, and these 

ple are more easily reached than Catholics. Poland 
is dying for the lack of a John Knox or a Luther! 
Will you ask God to raise up such men for Poland? 
When you pray for Russia, do not forget to pray for 
Poland, for Moses Gitlin, and for the Radosc Bible 
School. 


. Beauty for Ashes 
(Continued from page 818) 


What would it mean for his cause and his glory, if 
all of his servants were doing that! 
“Last of all 


Jesus Christ will some day give to us the beauty of a 
glorified body for the ashes of a corruptible one. 


A little while ago you laid away a loved one in 
Christ Jesus. Perhaps it was only last week; perhaps 
only yesterday. To-day you sit by a desolated fireside 
which robber-death has pillaged of its fairest and its 
best. Perhaps it was a radiant child; or a strong- 
hearted husband; or a manly boy, the pride .of your 
heart; or the beloved wife, the companion of a life- 
time of unspeakable love and bliss. The wind moans 
a dirge at your window. Outside the skies are leaden. 
Inside your heart is heavy with a speechless grief and 
agony of soul. A great gulf has suddenly yawned 
in your life which seems now to be fathomless, bridge- 
less. And one of the keen griefs of it all is this 
thought — that those arms which once encircled you 
in love must go down into dust; those eyes which 
searched the love-depths of yours must mingle too with 
the dust; those lips which often spoke their wealth of 
that same love must crumble into the same speechless 
dust. From this tragedy your soul recoils. This 
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seems to you like a great horror of darkness. But, 
beloved in the Lord Jesus, when your thoughts run out 
in that way never forget this: The last great, glorious 
work of Jesus Christ in his anointed ministry of 
giving beauty for ashes will be when he comes again 


- to give to your beloved dead in him the beauty of a 


glorified body for the ashes of this corruptible one. 
For thanks be unto God, this Gospel of ours does 
not end at the grave’s mouth. It reaches forward 
through the sullen gates of death, lays hold of the 
crumbling, corruptible bodies of our dead in Christ, 
and gives them back to us in the resurrection moment 
clothed with the deathless glory of him who shall give 
us beauty for ashes in a sense and with a richness 
which our wildest dreams of reunion could never have 
conceived, but of which the eternal Word of God 
makes us unerringly and wndefeatedly sure. 
~Down by the banks of a noble river in a little town 
most dear to me lie the bodies of five dear sisters 
of my own. There they sleep amid the wondrous 
beauty of sky, hill, river and field. Often as the 
shadows are \edatberiing over this bit of God’s acre, 
I slip away and stand beside the mounds which hide 
their mortal bodies. As I stand my heart is well- 
nigh overwhelmed with the rush of tender memories 
of a joyous, care-free boyhood of the long ago. Sup- 
pose as I linger there one of my boyhood friends draws 
near and says, “These are your sisters lying here, are 
they not”? And I reply, “Do you remember the day 
the pastor laid them away? Do you recall what he 
said? ‘Earth to earth; dust to dust; ashes to ashes.’ 
These are not my sisters. They are only their ashes. 
And some glad day Jesus Christ will bestow upon them 
his wondrous boon of beauty for ashes in the gift of 
a glorified body. Some sweet day ‘the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise’! These ashes shall be 
touched by the power of him whose right it is to give 
beauty for ashes. Then shall he change the body of 
their humiliation, and fashion it like unto the body of 
his glory.” But, oh, what a body of beauty compared 
with the ashes which lie under these green mounds! 
Eyes like unto flaming fire; feet like shining brass; a 
voice like the sound of many waters. Bodies that 
know no sickness, pain, nor death; no limitations of 
mortality and corruption; no weariness, suffering, nor 
decay. Bodies that at the call of the Lord shall leap 
like flames of glory into the over-arching heavens 
waiting to! receive them, to exchange the ashes of their 
corruptness for the eternal glory of their deathless 
tabernacles. This indeed shall be the transcendent 
climax of the mighty work of him who stood among 
his people, and announced with triumphant certainty 
and joy unspeakable that God had anointed him to 
give to them 
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Efficiency in Your Beginners Department 


Ways of working with little tots that a 
superintendent has found worth while 





By Flora E. Breck - 
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"WSHERE has recently been organized a “Young 
Mothers’ Class” im connection with the Begin- 
ners ge ody oo of a Sunday-school in Port- 

land, Ore. The little people meet in a decidedly dis- 

mal but roomy basement. During the lesson period 
the classes are separated by screens, and in one corner 
is a group of the mothers being taught the Sunday- 
school lesson. : . 

The class was originally started by the superintend- 

ent of the Beginners Department writing a personal 
letter to’all of the mothers in her class, and the steady 
growth of this Young Mothers’ Class has been most 
gratifying. During the opening exercises these mothers 
sit in rows just back of the children, and during the 
lesson period they are close at hand to dry the tears 
of any frightened newcomers and to “mother” those 
wee tots who have not yet become “acclimated” to the 
ways of a well-ordered Sunday-school. 


Such splendid co-operation is secured by the Mothers” 


Class in question that the superintendent wonders how 
she ever “kept house” without the help of this organ- 
ization, The president appointed membership com- 
mittee, prayer and social committee, and so on. The 
decorating committee brightened up the dark room with 
paper flowers, butterflies, birds. The membership com- 
mittee instituted a campaign involving a house-to- 


-house canvass, resulting in greatly increasing the size 


of the Sunday-school. 

The mothers all enjoy the opening exercises of the 
Beginners Department, but occasionally they are given 
some part in them, such as leading in the Lord’s 


: Prayer. 


The teacher of the Young Mothers’ Class iis herself 
a mother, and frequently weaves into the lesson child- 
training principles, which instantly appeal to these 
parents, 

The superintendent mentioned above was not long 
in discovering musical talent of -a high order in ohe 


“with her” in all that she does. 
* € * 


of the mothers who was a faithful attendant. Her 
beautiful voice rang out so clear and strong in the 
children’s songs that the superintendent soon asked 
her to direct the singing in her department, which she 
was glad to do. Another of the mothers was found 
to have am unusual gift for story-telling. She had 
lost her own baby girl, and was more than pleased 
to give herself to the little folks. She finally agreed 
to conduct an eight-minute circle talk for several 
months. 

In this way the superintendent had time to “get her 
breath” during the service and had a chance to ac- 
complish important duties which she had had to ne- 
glect when, she was working single-handed. She now 
has time to spot the new mothers with little ones and 
to give them a word of welcome, to talk to the pastor, 
and to exchange ideas with the Sunday-school workers 
who not infrequently come to visit the school. 

A. superintendent, ary if she be young and 
inexperienced, may for a few Sundays be self-con- 
scious and feel hampered on account of the presence 
of the adults, but she will soon overcome this feeling 
when she realizes how thoroughly the mothers are 


e 2 

When the superintendent conducts the prayer for 
the little ones, is it not better to have the children 
pray a few words after her than to teach the children 
stereotyped prayer in verse which is more poetic than 
meaningful? For instance: pray for little Agnes 


‘Brown who may be sick and the boys and girls who 


are absent, and by all means pray God’s blessing on 
the offering, thus: “Bless the boys and girls and mien 
and women who do not know about Thee, and bless 
the money that we give to help send people to tell 
them about Jesus.” Many little folks haven’t the faint- 
est notion as to the object of their giving. 

With regard to the Circle Talk which precedes the 
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regular lesson it would seem to be of ‘the utmost im- 
portance that this embody a Bible story or truth in- 
stead of the purely nature lesson so much in vogue 
to-day. When it comes time for the lesson you hope 
that your teachers will present a truly Bible lesson, 
but you do not know that they will; does it not there- 
fore behoove you during this brief talk to teach the 
Bible? It may be there is some child present on this 
particular Sunday who has never been in a Sabbath- 
school before and perhaps never will be again. If 
the love of Jesus is not explained at this time the op- 
portunity may be gone forever. It is best, however, 
not to select the same Bible stories as a rule which 
are presented by your teachers. That would be some- - 
what unfair to them. There are plenty of other Bible 
stories which will interest the small children. 

Have plenty of action in the songs they sing. They 
delight to sing “Praise Him, Praise Him, all ye lit- 
tle children” while they clap their hands — keeping 
time to the-music. How often in the Bible we find 
“Clap your hands, all ye people’! A note of joy 
during the Sunday-school hour makes the service none 
the less helpful and sacred. 

If the room is large enough, just after the opening 
exercises let the children march around the room sev- 
eral times while the piano is being played. One lit- 
tle girl said, “I just love to go to Miss ’s Sunday- 
school because she lets us march.” While the chil- 
dren march let them. follow their leader who raises 
her hands, extends them, claps them to music, and so 
on. After this sort of an exercise the children are 
rested and able to give quiet attention to the lesson. 

Use objects and pictures freely. One teacher after 
telling the story of the Good Shepherd gave each 
child a cardboard crook on which was printed the 
verse “Be ye kind.” The verse would probably never 
be forgotten. One Thanksgiving season a teacher had 
the children bring her pictures of things which God 
has given us. Pictures of houses, mittens, apples, 
pumpkins, were brought. After several Sundays she 
printed on a poster surrounded by these pictures “The 
Lord is good to all.” 

One class recites verse after verse as called to mind 
by the pictures: the Shepherd carrying a lamb — “The 
Lord is my Shepherd”; Christ feeding the multitudes 
— “Give us this day our daily bread.” Concert work 
first, then individual work is good; and sometimes the 
verses are said without any pictures, 

If you are a Beginners Department superintendent 
take time and trouble in selecting your teachers. Bet- 
ter have a few well-trained, spiritual teachers than 
many who are merely mediocre. It is a good idea to 
ask a new worker simply to substitute for a couple 
of Sundays until her fitness for the position is posi- 
tively assured. And if you feel that. the prospect is 
otherwise fitted for the work by all means ask her if 
she is willing to be present every Sunday. Too many 
young ladies make teaching a pastime—not a busi- 
ness. No superintendent wants on her staff of teachers 
one who comes only spasmodically ; therefore she should 
be quite certain as to the dependable qualities of the 
teacher whom she is intending to invite to take a class. 

Without unduly embarrassing her teachers the super- 
intendent should keep a close oversight of the work 
being done by them. Often it is impossible for thé 
superintendent to gather her teachers together for 
teachers’-meetings and conferences. If only half of 
them can be corralled at any one time it is far better 
to sit down at the typewriter with onionskin paper and 
carbon and type out the things she wants to tell them, 
then mail or give them the circular letter, in the same 
manner as a sales manager issues instructions and sug- 
gestions to his salesmen. The weak points of the 





‘ various teachers can be corrected im this way without 


any pointed knocks or hard feelings incident thereto. 
Then, too, what you say on paper is more clear-cut 
and will be better remembered than a lot of things 
told the teachers in a meeting—and possibly not 
told in the way you meant at all. In every letter 
written be sure to urge upon the teachers the necessity 
of prayer in behalf of the school —that the seed-sow- 
ing may be blessed. 

The superintendent should invariably give every 
new child a slip with the following printed thereon: 


Cee eer eee eee eB eeeseees eee eeseeeeesees 


ee 


WR CCIM ae ee, | oe a is 10 cioe' esis 
Parents members of what church? .......... 


He should be told to give it to his mother and to 
bring it back the next Sunday without fail. If this 
opportunity is overlooked the child may drop out and 
rs contact between the school and that home be forever 
ost. 

Each week the address of new children should be 
given the pastor or his assistant. One Beginners super- 
intendent watched with wonder and joy the number 
of her pupils’ mothers who joined the church. The 
Sunday-school was indeed a feeder for the church. 

PorTLAND, ORE, 


w 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent on 
request. 
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The Meaning and Message of John’s Gospel 


Invaluable help, by the late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, on the new three-months’ course in the 
International Uniform Lessons, beginning January 3, 1926, on the key-book of the New Testament 
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As a rich introduction to the First Quarter’s studies in the International Uniform ES School Lessons 


to March inclusive, 1926, this article is reprinted from Dr. Griffith Thomas’ book, ‘‘ 


, Janua 
he Apostle shat The 


book will be found to be a guide of inestimable worth in the study of the writings of ‘‘ the disciple whom Jesus 


loved.’’ It may be had from The Sunday School Ti 


imes Company, 


Philadelphia, at $1.75, or in combination 


with other helps as indicated in the ‘‘ Inexpensive Library on John’s Gospel,’’ mentioned on this page. 


often, that many people know about the Fourth 

Gospel who are not as familiar as they ought to 
be with the Gospel itself. There is a world of differ- 
ence between knowledge of what men have said con- 
cerning this Gospel and acquaintance with its actual 
contents. The object of this outline study is to call 
attention to the Gospel as it is, to examine its con- 
tents, and thereby to see something of its meaning and 
message. Taking it just as it stands, an attempt will 
be made to discover what its author believed, and how 
he regarded his Master, who is: admittedly the theme 
of the writing. There is nothifg to compare with a 
personal oe ee resulting from a personal study 
of the actual document. 

The purpose of the writer is given at the end (20: 
30, 31), as though to suggest a reading through first, 
to get the proper impression, but whether we look 
at the purpose in the light of the Gospel or the Gospel 
in the light of the purpose, we shall see that the en- 
tire writing’ possesses a unity based on a definite ob- 
ject, and every section appears to be selected with 
direct reference to its specific —— Jesus Christ 
is central, and each incident, even when he himself does 
not appear, is associated with him. It is an argument 
in the form of a narrative, am argument for Christ 
arising directly out of the account given of his life 
and work. A new revelation is shown to have been 
given to the world, and in the revelation a new power 
is offered every human life, 

The existence of a purpose does not detract in the 
least from the reality of the record. Even a novel 
written with a purpose is valuable, whether the pur- 
pose is actually stated or not, for as some one has said: 
‘A novel without a purpose is like a life without a 
career. In order to be a story it must have something 
to say.” The same is true of history, for it is ob- 
viously impossible for genuine history to be uncolored. 
Mere annals are of no further value than as a record 
of facts, and it is the historian’s imagination in recon- 
structing the life and purpose of the iod that 
makes his work so valuable. “It is imagination that 
must take data and rebuild the past.” It is the same 
with a religious work, as we see from the Old Testa- 
ment history, which was written with a special pur- 
pose by prophetic men, though their object never af- 
fects the historical character of what they record. 


THE Purpose 


Unlike Matthew and Mark, Luke and John both 
give the reason why they wrote their Gospels (Luke 
1: 1-4), and John’s definite statement bears so closely 
on the composition and contents of the whole of his 
Gospel that it must be considered with all possible 
minuteness: “But these are written, that ye may be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye may have life in his name” (20:31). 
This shows that the writer had a definite purpose: 
“These are written that”—and that the purpose is 
twofold: (1) to lead to personal belief in the his- 
torical “Jesus” as “the Christ” or Messiah (for the 
Jews) and as the “Son of God” (for the Gentiles) ; 
(2) to lead, by believing, to the possession of life in 


his name. 
THe PLan 


This purpose (20:31) is built up and realized by 
means of a definite plan. ted he in the Gospel 
subserves the purpose, and careful study shows that 
nothing is superfluous. What is this plan? Can we 
discover it? It is the presentation of Jesus Christ in 
those aspects of his revelation which drew forth faith 
in him, This is not done by argument or by philosophy 
or even by theology; it is set forth as the manifesta- 
tion of a Life. Thus we have a definite, though com- 
prehensive picture of Christ himself as a personal, 
practical Gospel for man. While the materials used 
are all historical, such a selection of facts is made as 
to adapt them strictly to show the way in which Jesus 
revealed himself to men and also the way in which he 
was received by them, 

Yet side by side with this manifestation of Christ 
to faith, there is the obvious and sorrowful fact that 
not all did receive him, and so the Gospel reveals a 
growing unbelief, which culminates in Christ’s rejec- 
tion and crucifixion. This unbelief is shown to be 
due to the deep-seated sinfulness of man and his con- 
sequent alienation from : 

_ These two aspects of faith and unbelief are strik- 
ingly shown by the recurrence of one phrase, “his 
own,” in two places (1:11; 13:1). We are told first 


[. IS often said, and it can scarcely be said too 


of those who were “his own” people who did not, 
because they would: not receive him (1:11). Then 
we are shown the other class, “his own” who did re- 
ceive him (13:1). 

Thus three elements may be. said to run through 
the Gospel: Revelation, Reception, Rejection. They 
are found in the prologue, and in one way or another 
they are the substance of every chapter from first 
to last. 

THe PLAN OUTLINED 


With the purpose of the Gospel (20:31) clearly in 
mind and the plan realized, it is now necessary to con- 
sider the way in which the plan is developed and the 
purpose at every coon shown. The chief main divi- 
sion has alread given, consisting of two parts 

1) 1 to 12, “his own”; (2) 13 to 21, “his own.” 

hen we find that the Gospel is further divided into 
seven great sections. 

1. The Prologue (1: 1-18). 

(@) The Revelation (vs. 1-4). 

(b) The Rejection (vs. 5-11). 

(c) The Reception (vs. 12-18). 

2. The Revelation of the Messiah (1:19 to 6:71). 
The beginnings of faith and unbelief. At each stage 
a selection of scenes is given in which Jesus manifested 
himself, and in the discussions on which the true 
meaning and twofold consequence of his revelation 
were brought out, sometimes resulting in faith and 
at others in unbelief, 

(a) Faith begins in the disciples (1:19 to 2:12). 
This is due to the threefold testimony of John the 
Baptist, the first disciples, and the first miracle. 

(b) The first public manifestation (2:13 to 4:54). 
This includes Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, the three 
main sections of the land, 

(c) The crisis of the manifestation (5:1 to 6:71). 
This is seen first in Jerusalem (5) and then in Galilee 

Every part illustrates the a of faith and un- 
belief, and the seven points of 20: 31 are all illustrated 
and developed in this section. ‘ ; ; 

(N. B.—Some writers prefer to end this section with 
chapter 4, but as chapters 7 to 12 form a unity of 
place, time, and circumstances, it is better to regard 
the latter section as the beginning of the end, rather 
than the end of the beginning.) 

3. The Great Conflict (7 to 12). The development 
of unbelief into active hostility and the growth of faith 
in the true followers. 

(a) The commencement of the conflict (7, 8). This 
” seen in three stages: before, during, and after the 

east. 

(b) The course of the conflict (9, 10). This in- 
cludes the Sign and its consequence 0), the Shepherd 
and his claim, and the Son and his consciousness (10). 

(c) The culmination of the conflict (11, 12). This 
is shown in the great miracle (11) with the differing 
results (11:47 to 12:19), followed by the closing 
scenes (12: 20-36). ; 

Then comes a concluding comment on the public 
ministry (12: 37-50), giving first the evangelist’s and 
then the Master’s judgment. here was no need of 
further testimony, for Christ’s public work was over. 
So this epilogue is given, showing that Isaiah’s explan- 
ation was true and that the manifestations of Christ 
were quite sufficient. The outcome was seen in the 
two sides of light and darkness. 

4. The Development of Faith (13 to 17). We are 
now to give special attention to our Lord’s manifesta- 
tion to his disciples, and we may think of it with spe- 
cial reference to their faith, 

(a) The education of faith (13). 

(b) The instruction of faith (14 to 16). 

(c) The encouragement of faith (17). 

Or we may look ati these chapters in a slightly dif- 
ferent way, though still referring to the training of 
the Twelve: 14, Consolation (faith); 15, Instruction 

love) ; 16, Prediction (hope) ; 17, Intercession (glory). 

5. The Culmination of Unbelief (18, 19). 

(a)-The Betrayal (18: 1-11). 

(b) The Trial (18:12 to 19:16): ecclesiastical 

(twofold) ; civil (sevenfold). 

(c) The Crucifixion (19: 17-42). 

6. The Culmination of Faith (20). 
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(a) a Rm of the Fact of the Resurrection 
vs. I-10 . te 

(b) The ee of the Person) raised (vs. 
11-23). 

(c) The Revelation of Person and Fact (vs. 24-29). 

(Purpose, vs. 30, 31.) 

7. The Epilogue (21). 

(a) The Risen Lord and the Christian Community 
(vs, 1-14). 


(b) The Risen Lord and the Individual Christian 


(vs. 15-19). 
(c) The Risen Lord and the Future (vs. 20-23). 
(Personal Conclusion, vs. 24, 25.) 


Thus_on the foundation of the manifestation of 
Jesus Christ are built the two great facts and factors 
of faith and unbelief. In some respects the prologue 
contains the whole Gospel: 


(1) 1: 1-4 correspond to 1:19 to 6:71. 
(2) 1: 5-11 correspond to 7 to 12. 
(3) 1: 12-18 correspond to 13 to 21. 


As we review the Gospel, we can see how the record 
is gradually and significantly concentrated. In the 
first twelve chapters (the first part), dealing with the 
public ministry of Christ, his work is connected with 
all three provinces of Palestine and covers practically 
three years. In the last nine chapters (the second 
part), our Lord’s ministry is corifined to one city and 
covers only a few days. ‘ 

It is no wonder that in all ages this has been re- 
garded as the most remarkable of our four Gospels. 
Testimony after testimony to this could be quoted 
from leading minds through the centuries. Luther’s 
words are often quoted: “This is the unique, tender, 
genuine, chief Gospel. . . . Should a tyrant succeed 
im destroying the Holy Scriptures and only a single 
copy of the Epistle to the Romans and the Gospel ac- 
cording to John escape him,) Christianity would be 
saved.” And coming down to our own time, the late 
Bishop Ellicott well said: “If the heart studies the 
Christ as portrayed in this writing it will need no other 
proof of his divinity.” 


An Inexpensive Library on 
the Gospel of John 


VE boeks or booklets are specially recommended 

by The Sunday School Times as an adequate and 
well balanced yet inexpensive little library for teachers 
on the International Sunday School Lessons in the 
three months’ series in the Gospel of John, commencing 
January 3, 1926. 

The books may be purchased from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, separately at 
the prices given, or at-the special price of $3, postpaid, 
for the set of five. % 


The Apostle John. By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. Ex- 
haustive studies in the life and writings of the beloved 
Apostle as given by this master of exegesis. Extensive 
sections on the life of the Apostle, the Gospel, the Epistles, 
and the Revelation. 372 pages. $1.75. 

The Deity of Christ. By S. W. Pratt, D.D. A careful 
analysis of the Gospel of John, taking up from every angle 
its witness to Christ as very God and very Man. Twenty- 
six chapters, giving an overwhelming argument to the 
deity of Christ. $1. 

Studies in the Deity of Christ. What Is Meant by It.— 
Why Reason Requires It.— Obstacles to Believing It.— 
What God’s Word. Says About It. 25 cents. 

The Resurrection of Jesus, Considered from the Lawyer’s 
Viewpoint. By D. L. Jamison, LL.B. Just as you would 
bring the facts before a jury, this lawyer, now a minister, 
gives a masterly study of the evidence for the resurrection 
of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is conclusive. 25 
cents. 

List of International Uniform Lessons for 1926. A valu- 
able leaflet affording a bird’s-eye view of the year’s work, 
giving the title, lesson text, Golden Text, devotional read- 
ing, additional. reference material, and departmental topics 
and memory verses for each lesson during the year. 10 
cents. 


The following four books or booklets will also be 
found especially helpful_and may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at the prices given, 
or at the special price of $1, postpaid, for the set of 
our. 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 
Straightforward Talks on Evangelism for “the man in the 
street”—and every one else. It gives God’s Word on Why 
Men Are Lost, How Men Are Saved, What Is Salvation, The 
Blessed Hope, The Victorious Life. Paper, so cents. 

How to Study the Four Gospels. By W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, D.D. The last published work of this greatly 
beloved Bible teacher, giving suggestions for study, analy- 
ses of each Gospel, and other material. 25 cents, $2.50 a 
dozen. 

Outline Harmony of the Gospels. By Prof. Matthew 
Brown Riddle. Shows the events of the Gospel story, 
places, and dates, and location in each Gospel, in parallel 
columns. 15 cents, $1.50 a dozen. 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings. By C. E. Arnold, A.M. 
Four clear outline journey maps, showing the various 
periods of Jesus’ ministry, with the events, and the location 
of the Scripture passages in parallel columns. Pocket size, 
25 cents, $2.50 a dozen. 








-Lesson for January 3 
John 1: 1-18 - e 
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newer ne 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


JANUARY 3. THE SON OF GOD BECOMES MAN 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 1 : 1-18 


Golden Text.—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of the 
: only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth.— John 1 : 14 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By W. Graham Scroggie 
Foreword ; 


EGINNINGS are always of momentous im- 
portance. Make a mental note, therefore, that 
here and now not only do we enter upon a new 

year, but we commence a new cycle of studies which 
is scheduled to end in December, 1931. If the Lord 
Jesus delays his return, and if you are spared, what 
do you wish this six years of study to do for you, and 
through you for others? How much it will all mean 
if only you now resolve that for you it shall be “In 
the beginning God” (Gen. 1:1), and God all the way 
to the end! 

‘The Historical Setting 

You must take time to realize when and why the 
apostle John wrote this “Gospel.” The Synoptic Rec- 
ords (Matt., Mark, Luke) were all written before 
A. D. 7o, the fateful year of the overthrow of Jeru- 
salem by the Roman legions led by -Titus. Indeed, all 
the books of the New Testament were written before 
that date, except the writings of John,—a Gospel, 
three Epistles, and the Revelation. From A. D. 70 
to about A. D. 95, a quarter of a century, there was an 
ominous silence; and then John, the only remaining 
apostle, made his great contribution to the New Testa- 
ment literature. Almost certainly he had the Synop- 
tic Records by him, and it would be no part of his 
divinely-guided purpose to cover the ground which 
they had covered, but rather to supplement what they 
had told of the life and work of the Saviour, 

That he did this will be quite evident if you will 
look at a Harmony of the Gospels, say, Stevens and 
Burton’s, or A. T. Robertson’s. There you will see 
how large a percentage of John’s material is peculiar 
to his Gospel, including chapters 1 to 4, 7 to 12, and 
14 to 17. This, then, is a supplementary Gospel and 
has its own view-point, purpose, and spiritual value. 

* Matthew was written for the Jew; Mark for the Ro- 
man, and Luke for the Greek; but John was written 
for the Christian of whatever nationality, clime, or 
tongue; and the dominating purpose of the Record 
is plainly stated in chapter 20: 30, 31. Other impor- 
tant features of the Gospel will be considered in the 
Review at the end of the Quarter. 

The Expository Meaning 

Verse 1—An exhaustless utterance. Every word 
here is heavy with meaning. In (the) beginning, not 
from, as in 1 John 1:1 (see Gen. 1:1; Prov. 8:23). 
Was, not became as in verse 14. Christ as God eter- 
nally was, but as man he became. The Word. Logos 
means speech as the expression of thought, and, as 
applied to Christ, it means that the divine heart and 

_mind are revealed fully and finally in the Son, who is 
not merely a Word but the Word of God. With, that 
is, toward (pros), implying an eternal turning toward 
G Mark that God in the first instance has the 
definite article, and in the second instance it has not. 
The significance of this is, first, that the Word is not 
identical with God (as to his person he is another), 
and second, that the Word is God nevertheless. 


Verse 3.—All things through him came into being. 
Out of what was not previously existing all created 
things became (Col. 1:16; 1 Cor. 8:6). All things, 
not some things. Through him the Son is God’s Agent 
in the creation of the universe. That Christ is the 
Creator is stated in this verse, first positively, and 
then négatively. Wéithout him, that is, apart from him 
(see 15:5, Gr.). Creation is vitally related to Christ, 
not only in its origination, but also in its continuance. 

Verse 4.—In him was life. Weigh every word here. 
In him; he is the source and center of life. Him. 
Christ, out of whom all is death. Was. Eternally. 
Life. One of John’s characteristic words, denoting the 
highest blessedness. It occurs in this Gospel not less 
than thirty times (see 20:31).° Light. Another 
of John’s key-words. Light means truth, the 
inner guiding principle in the natural, the intellec- 
tual, and the moral spheres. Light presupposes life. 
Truth is attained only from the life which is the gift 
of the Word. 


Verse 5.—Wherever there is life there is light. Then 
why are men not. guided by the light of life? This 
verse tells us. Darkness (another of John’s key-words) 
has invaded the light and contends with it. Darkness 
is a will opposed to God’s will; and Paul says that 
men themselves are darkness (Eph. 5:8). They have 
the light of conscience and of reason within, and the 
light of revelation without. This light shines in the 
darkness. Thank God for that! In the deepest dark- 
ness the light is shining. Not to believe that is to de- 
spair. The darkness comprehended it not means two 
things: (1) that the moral and spiritual darkness in 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 2 ; s-xr. 
Pri Topie; John Tells People About Jesus. 
Lesson Material: John x : “9, 15,16: Mark 1 : 1-7. 
Memory Verse: There came a man, sent from God, whose 
name was John,—John r : 6. 
Junior Topic: John, the Herald of Jesus. 
Lesson Material: John x : 1-9, 15, 16; Mark x : 3-7. 
Memory Verse; John x : 15. 
iate and Senior Topic: Why God Came to Earth in 


= for Young People and Adults: The Purpose and Power of 
Incarnation. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-5, 10-18 


1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2Z The same was in the be- 
ginning with God. 3 All things were made through him; 
and without him 1 was not anything made that hath beer 
made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
§ And the light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness 
4 apprehended it not. 


10 He was in the world, and the world was made through 
him, and the world knew him. not. 11 He came unto * his 
own, and they that were his own received him not. 12 But 
as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be- 
come children of God, even to them that believe on his name: 


13 who were ‘born, not of * blood, nor of the will of the ° 


flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word 
became flesh, and * dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, 
glory as of 7the only begotten from the Father), full of 
grace and truth. 15 John beareth witness of him, and crieth, 
saying, * This was he of whom I said, He that cometh after 
me is become before me: for he was * before me. 16 For of 
his fulness we all received, and 1° grace for grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him. 
1Or, was not anything made. That which hath been 
made was life in him; and the life &c. 2Or, overcame. 
See ch. 12:35 (Gr.). *Gr., his own things. *Or, begot- 
ten. 5Gr., bloods. °Gr., tabernacled. 7 Or, an only be- 
gotten from a father. Comp. Heb. 11:17. ® Some ancient 
authorities read, this was he that said. °Gr., first in 
regard of me. 1°Or, grace upon grace, ™ Many very 
ancient authorities read, God only begotten. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








men does not lay hold of the light; it does not, and 
cannot, for there is no kindredness between light and 
darkness. The greatest proof of this is the Cross of 
Christ; and (2) that the darkness does not overcome 
the light. In spite of all the hostile influences around 
it, the light has never been extinguished and never shall 
be. The saddest comment on human nature is that men 
love darkness rather tham light, and for the reason 
that their deeds are evil. ° 


Verse 10.—Here the solemn truth of verse 5 is illus- 


‘trated. He was in the world. This refers to Christ’s 


historic advent and not to the immmanence of the Eter- 
nal Word in the Cosmos before his incarnation. The 
world came into being through him. He, therefore, is 
not a part of it. The world knew him not. Its light 
is darkness. Westcott thinks that the reference here 
is to preincarnate manifestations of the light, and to 
men’s blindness with regard to them; but this does 
not seem to be the line of John’s thought. World ap- 
pears to be used in this verse in three senses: first, 
occurrence of this. earth; second, of the universe; 
third, of the human race. 


Verse 11.—He came unto his own inheritance (Ta 
idia), and his own peoble (hoi idiot) received him not. 
The first “his own” refers to the world at large; the 
second, to the Jewish people. That the world in gen- 
eral, and the Jews in particular, did not receive him 
implies on their part both capacity and responsibility. 

Verse 12.—As many as. No matter who, whether 
Jews or Gentiles. The national gives wav to an in- 
dividual] relationship. Received him. Note the change of 
this word from paralambano in verse 11, to lambano here. 
The former points to the welcome which he was en- 
titled to at the hands of “his own.” How Christ is 
received is shown in the next clause,—by believing 
on his name. To believe is to receive; to receive is 
to believe. Power. (exousia). Literally, right, or 
authority. The right which by sin we have lost is 
again confessed. Sons. Better, children. As we be- 
come God’s children, he necessarily becomes our Father 
in a sense in which he was not before. Become. The 
word points to birth. Distinguish between Paul’s the- 
ology and John’s in this matter. Paul speaks of adop- 
tion, but John of birth. Paul tells of legal rights, but 
John of imparted nature. These are the two aspects 
of. one great truth. Mark here the divine and human 
acts in man’s salvation: man believes, and God gives 
life. To believe on his name means to take him for 
all that he professes to be and to do. This phrase 
occurs about thirty times in the Gospel. Such trust 
in Christ does not mean a complete intellectual con- 


ception of him, but it does mean a whole-hearted moral 
commitment to him, 

Verse 13.—Born. See become in verse 12 above. 
Mark in this verse the emphatic threefold negation, 
“Not, nor, nor.’ Not by ordinary descent, nor by 
natural instinct, nor by human volition can one become 
a child of God, but only by the Saviour’s free grace. 

Verse 14.—The Word who in the beginning was (v. 
1) now becomes what he previously was not, — flesh. 
This is the Incarnation of the Son of God. The Cre- 
ator becomes a Creature; and the Revealer becomes 
the Revelation Became, A definite historic fact. 
Flesh, not body, and so human nature as a whole on 
its sensuous and earthly side. Dwelt. Literally tab- 
ernacled (see Exod. 25:8; 2 Sam. 7:6). Christ had 
appeared among mer before but had not tabernacled 
among them. Grace. Rarely in John, but often in 
Paul. Truth. One of John’s key-words. In both 
Covenants or Dispensations truth came, but by Moses 
it was truth as law, and by Christ it was truth as 
grace (v. 17). Grace and truth in Christ are glory, 
the oe of all the greatness and goodness that is 
in God, The apostles beheld this glory. 

Verse 15.—Continues the thought of verse 6, What 
the Baptist virtually said is, “He who is after me in 
time is before me in rank. My ‘successor~is my pre- 
decessor.” John cried this truth (see Isa. 40:3). 
Compare the witness of John the apostle in verse 14 
and that of John the Baptist in this verse. 

Verse 16—The apostle is speaking again in this 
verse. His fulness, referring back to verse 14. We 
received, He who receives Christ (y. 12) receives 
his fulness. Grace for grace, Grace in endless pro- 
fusion, unceasingly renewed, one measure of it only 
making way for another and a larger. 

Verse 17.—The two dispensations contrasted. . Mark, 
Moses and Christ; law and grace-truth; given and 
came. Jesus Christ, Only occurrence of this title in 
the Gospel. Associate race with Jesus, and truth with 
Christ. ; 

Verse 18.—Christ has interpreted God (exegesato) 
and his exegesis of the Father is final. In Christ the 
invisible God is exposed to view. 


The Homiletical Form 
PROLOGUE TO THE FourtTH GOSPEL 


I, Divine REVELATION OF THE WorpD (vs. I-5). 
1. His Relation to God (vs. 1, 2). 
2. His Relation to Creation (v. 3). 
3. His Relation to Man (vs. 4, 5). 


II. Tae Histortc MANIFESTATION OF THE Worpb 
(vs. 6-13). 
1. The Light Revealed (vs. 6-9). 
2. The Light Rejected (vs. 10, 11). 
3. The Light Received (vs. 12, 13). 


III. Tote HumMAN APPREHENSION OF THE Worp 
(vs. 14-18). 
1. The Witness of the Apostles (v. 14). 
2. The Witness of the Baptist (v. 15). 
3. The Witness of the Church (vs. 16-18). 


The Topical Values 


Find in this lesson the following momentous truths: 
1. That Christ was uncreated. 2. That Christ was 
God. 3. That Christ was other than God the Father. 
4. That Christ and the Father have eternal fellowship 
with one another. 5. That Christ is the creator of 
the Universe. 6. That Christ is not a part of the Uni- 
verse. 7. That Christ is the fount of all life. 8. That 
Christ is the source of all knowledge. 9. That Christ 
the Light can never be quenched. 10. That God calls 
and sends men to make him known, 11. That God’s 
messengers are sent to be witnesses and not advocates. 
12. That it is of Christ the preacher must bear wit- 
ness. 13. That the end of all preaching is to get men 
to believe on Christ, 14. That the messenger may not 
take to himself the honor which belongs only to the 
Master. 15. That the Source of all light came into 
the world. 16. That the world did not recognize Christ 
when he came, 17. That his own ple, the posterity 
of Abraham, rejected him. . 18. That, regardless of 
nationality, all who receive Christ become children of 

19.°That the incarnation is a historic fact. 20. 
That Christ, while fulfilling the Mosaic Law, tran- 
scended it. 21. That the fulness of the divine grace 
is for our emptiness. 22. That grace does not triumph 
at the expense of truth. 23. That Christ is vastly 
greater than the greatest of men. 24. That Christ is 
the full and final interpretation of God, 


The Practical Aim 


The life has come, and are you still dead? The 
Light has gone forth, and are you still dark? Why? 
It is because you do not believe. Yet the evidence is 


_ 
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heaven-high. How long are you going to prefer can- 
dle-light to Christ-light ; a rush light to the Redeemer? 
Remember, you may reject the Light, but you cannot 
quench it (vs. 4, 5). 

Christian workers are not sent forth to call atten- 
tion to themselves, but to their Master. We are not 
the Light, but light-bearers. If you would honor 
Christ, get behind him (vs. 6, 7). ave you received 
Christ? (v. 12.) If not you have rejected him, There 
can be no neutrality in this matter. We would all 
like Christ’s grace if we could get it without his truth, 
but we cannot choose. Truth without grace is hard, 
grace without truth is soft; but both.come by Christ 

vs. 14, 17). Im this we should rejoice, knowing all 
the truth about us, he nevertheless extends to us un- 
measured grace. We need not fear Moses now that 
we have Christ (v. 17). Have you beheld his glory? 
(v. 14.) 

Final Word 


This Prologue is the Key to the Gospel, presenting 
Christ as life (vs. 1-5, and chaps. 1:19 to 12: 50); as 
light (vs. 6-13, and chaps. 13 to 17); and is love (vs. 
14-18, and chaps. 18 to 20; Epilogue, 21). Amazing 
revelation |! 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them “see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
AT one fact does John emphasize in his Gospel? 
2 What statements set forth Christ’s deity? 


3. Where does John tell the purpose for which the book 
was written? 


4. What other verse in the Bible begins just as one in 
John’s Gospel does? é 


s. Which verse goes farther back in time? 


6. What does John here reveal as the work of the pre- 
historic Christ? 


7. What names for Jesus does John use in the first 
eighteen verses of his first chapter. 


8 Which(is the saddest verse in these eighteen of John’s 
first chapter? 


9. Who are “his own” that did not receive him? 

10. Which is the gladdest verse in this same passage? 
11. When do we become the “sons of God”? 

12, What other word of John corroborates this? 


13. What three great doctrines does John here link into 
one? 


14; What word sums them up? 

15. What was the result to us of this “Word” from God? 

16. What relation had John the Baptist to the Word of 
God? 


17. How does John the Baptist announce the Lord Jesus? 

18. Why does not John’s Gospel record something of 
Christ’s human genealogy, like the other Gospels? 

19. What three verbs stand out prominently as almost, 
if not quite, characterizing this Gospel? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


‘The answers to the lesson questions of. the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Foreign Missions.—In him was life; and the life 
was the light (v. 4). If you have the least doubt about 
the Life being the _ of men, down: into Africa 
and the Isles of the Sea with Mackay of Uganda, Dan 
Crawford of Luanza, Paton of New Hebrides, or any 
of the many others. Your pastor will hand you the 
books for your fascinating journey. If you don’t like 
salt water and the long journey, slip down town where 
the Salvation Army and the various missions are at 
work and there you will be shown many an aforetime 
dark, oh so dark, place where the Life has brought 
light. Go to the i tg and get “Gesta Christi” (which 
has been reprinted). It traces that Life’s path of light 
down the Christian centuries. As I write this note 
here on the train this fourth of September, 1923, Japan 
has just~-been visited by the most terrible catastrophe 
of all history. There is no news, but America’s great 
warships on the Pacific are rushing with all speed 
toward Tokyo with life in the shape of food and medi- 
cine, and all else they have in hand. -’ Merchant ships 
are loading day and night at Pacific ports with life 
for the stricken heathen. Can you imagine Moham- 
medans (for example) rushing with life to Christians? 
Remember what they did to the Armenian Christians. 
Jesus brought Life and love and light. Mahomet 
brought sword, harem, and darkness. In China and 
Japan the Christians are “foreign devils” in many 
places. Jesus alone is the Life and Light of the world. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a doz—a. 


First Quarter 
1, January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
2, January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-51 
3. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3 : 1-17; 7: 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
John 4: 1-42 
5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John 6: 1-71 
6. February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
John 9: 1-41 
7- February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John io : 1-30 
8. February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John 11:1 to 12:11 
9. February 28.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) ......++.+e+0+ Matthew 22: 15-22 
10. March 7.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 


.12, March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 


John 18:1 to 20: 23 
13. March 28.—Review: The Gospel of John 








It is Christendom that pours out its millions in His 
name for life and light (John x0: 10). 


Our “Own.”—He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not (vy. 11). This was the way then. It 
is much the way now. A prophet is not without honor, 
save in his own country, and in his own house (Matt. 
13:57). The world’s “own” has always “crucified” its 
benefactors when they came. Take the history of any 
industry or profession. In England, the textile ma- 
chinery which has made Great Britain rich was thrown 
into the river by England’s “own.” Read “John Hali- 
fax, Gentleman” when you want a really good story. 
As for poor old Goodyear and his “gum shoes” and 
that nut Tom Edison and his crazy notion about send- 
ing two telegrams over the same wire at the same time, 
— well, you know how “his own” jeered the one and 
“fired” the other. While Dr. Homeo and Dr. Osteo 
certainly had no smooth path by which to arrive at 
the Ridgways and other homes, ° It is an axiom of the 
countryside, “Never go to your own relations for help.” 
Which is not always true, as is the case with most 
proverbs. Most of us are of a great deal more impor- 
tance when we go visiting than when around home. 


was out in Chicago some time ago. It was advertised - 
I was to speak at a meeting there. When I arrived - 


I found a lot of gentlemen had arranged a luncheon 
for me at the Union League. There were present 
some sixty of the leading business and professional 
men of the city under the leadership of William Peter- 
son, the nursery man, and Andrew Stevenson, the coal 
man. All Sunday-school men to do me honor — and 
scare me stiff! Now it has never occurred to any- 
body in Coatesville to tender me a-luncheon. “Come 
in and have am oyster stew” is as far as Coatesville 


has ever gotten. So do not be surprised, don’t worry, © 


just plug along and do your best. The Master had 
the same experience. So have almost all the world’s 
best workers. : 


“In Right” with God.—Grace and truth cume through 
Jesus Christ (v. 17). “Divine favor toward man.” 
“Benefits his mercy imparts.” This is what the dic- 
tionary says “grace” means in this connection. Blessed 
indeed is that man who has “divine favor.” Thrice 
blessed the human race since every member of it can 
have this “divine favor” as easily as the water for 
the life. By simply kneeling down and drinking it in 
(Rom. 3:24; 5:15-18). We “stand in” with God 
when we are “all right” with his Son. During the 
War because I was a little too old to go across the sea 
Uncle Sam had me in the and navy yard to talk 
to the boys. And what fine fellows they were, too! 
Made me proud of my country. Almost all a Church 
and Christian “School Marm” product. What lots 
of fun we had! -While I was at Camp Dix, John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., was also there on the same errand, 
sleeping on a cot in-a board closet and hanging his 
clothes on ten-penny nails. The last time I saw John 
D. he had his arms. around two buck privates in ear- 
nest confab. At League Island navy yard was the 
same cort of camaraderie. I said something like this 
to the sailor boys: “When you fellows get out on that 
big battle ship, no matter where you may be stationed 
on the ship, in the hold shoveling coal and ashes, or 
in the engine room oiling up or cleaning the brasses, 
or on the deck, or in the galley helping the cook, or 
on a still better job up in the’chart room with the of- 
ficers, you know and I know. and everybody knows 
you will not get very far in advancement nor have a 
particularly good time on the cruise if you don’t ‘stand 
in’ with the captain.” The boys caught on at once and 
needed not_I should tell them this world of ours is 
a great ship sailing around the sun, and the favor of 
God is upon those who obey him. 

. COATESVILLE, Pa. 


_A handy reference catalogue of books for Chris- 
tian workers will be sent you on request by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia. 


DECEMBER 19, 1925 


This Week’s Teaching. Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Aim.—Every lesson and teaching 
process is conditioned by the aim of the teacher 
and pupil. 








. 


HE person and nature of the incarnate Son of God‘ 


is so evidently the focus of. our lesson, as indeed 
of the whole Gospel of John, that it would be fruitless 
to be so concerned with our method that we should 
get our eyes off him. Far better would it be to read 
simply and prayerfully again and again the Spirit- 
inspired words than to be led from them into profit- 
less human opinion and useless discussion of the un- 
fathomable divine mysteries which bid for our ac- 
ceptance upon the authority of the testimony than 
which there is none greater. There are times when 
the best of teaching simply brings the pupil face to 
face with an awe-inspiring reality and then steps into 
the- background while that reality makes its abiding 
impress upon the soul.of the pupil To so teach this 
lesson that forevermore our Lord will be to the pupil 
what he is as set-forth in the prologue of John’s Gos- 
pel—this is an aim that will involve a transforming 
experience for many a pupil, perhaps many a teacher; 
and this is an aim that will not only condition our 
method but undoubtedly leave to the Spirit of God a 
freedom to suggest not a uniform, but a true pro- 
cedure. With the lesson may be correlated other state- 
ments of John and of the other Scriptures which will 
help to set forth this greatest character that ever came 
into human history: this One who in the far begin- 
ning was not only the companion of God but God him- 


self; dwelling in glory unapproachable and exercising - 


power that created all things, he surrenders this to 

become flesh of our flesh in this little world which he 

created. Yet he was, and still is, the life that is the 

_light of men, and to as many as receive him does he 

still- give the power to become the sons of God. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are ufged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ——— the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leafiet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The-Sunday School Times three 

-full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
portion 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that 
text indicated in the lesson list after the 


of the lesson 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


His Subject’s Only Request.—And the Word be- 
came flesh, and dwelt among us... full of grace and 
truth (Golden Text). In olden time there reigned in 
Persia a great . Shah Abbis, who loved his 
people.. To, know them more perfectly he used to min- 
gle with them in various disguises. One day he went 
as a poor man to the public baths and there in the 


tiny cellar he sat beside the fireman who tended the 


furnace. At time he shared his coarse food and 
talked to the lonely man as a friend. Again and 
_ again he visited him until the man grew to love him. 
Then one day he told him he was the Emperor, and 
he waited for the man to ask some gift from him. 
. But the fireman sat gazing on him with love and 
wonder and at last he spoke: “You left your palace 
and your glory to sit with me in this dark place, to 
partake of my coarse fare, to care whether my heart 
is glad or sorry. On others you may bestow rich pres- 
ents, but to me you have given yourself; and it only 
remains to pray that you never withdraw the gift of 
your -friendship.”"—From Letters -to Light-Keepers. 
’ Sent by J. B. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 
The Little and Big Religions.—Ali things were 
made by him (v. 3). A visitor was conversing with 
his host's little son, and naturally asked him if he went 
to school. “Oh, yes,” was the reply. “And what do 
you learn? Reading, writing, and arithmetic, I sup- 


pose?” “Yes, we learn that, and we learn religion 
as. well.” “Religion?” “Yes, I learn the little re- 


ligion, which teaches that we all come from Adam. 
But my big brother is in a higher class, and he learns 
the big religion, which teaches that we all came from 
monkeys.” .How quickly children absorb from their 
elders! It may be regarded as little, but it is very 
old, and will finally triumph, for “in the beginning 
God created.” “All things were made by him.”— 
Sent by J. E, Williamson, Nottingham, Eng. 

“Born Ones.”—Which were born ... of God (v. 
13). A lady who had adopted a baby waif lavished 
upon her the same love and care as wpon her very 
own children. When the child was old enough to 
attend school, she one day heard some one there remark 
that she was “only an adopted child.” She ran home 
crying bitterly, and sobbed out, “Is it really true 























Lesson for Januwiy 3 
John 1: 1-18 
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that I’m not really your little girl?” 
“Why, of course you are my little girl,” 
was the answer. “Isn’t this your very 
own house, and aren’t May and Josey 
and Willie and Tom your sisters and 
brothers?” ‘The child’s head was hid in 
her mother’s lap, and the mother stroked 
her hair soothingly. ‘Suddenly the lit- 
tle girl looked up, and asked searchingly, 
“But, mother, did you born me?” te) 
God’s Word doesn’t use only the figure 
of adoption in teaching us how he plans 
for us to become his children. We are 
not merely adopted into the family of 
God, we are hjs “bairns,” “born ones.” 
Christ gives the right to sonship to those 
who believe on his name, and who “were 
born, not ... of the will of man, but of 
God.”—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, 
Eng. ; 


What He Gave Up.—The Word was 
God ... . and the Word became flesh 
(John 1:1, 14). Christ hungered as man, 
and fed the hungry as God. He was hun- 
gry as man, and yet he is the Bread of 
Life; -He was thirsty as man, and yet 
he says: “Let him that is athirst come 
... let him take the water of life freely.” 
He was weary, and yet he is our rest. 
He was sold for thirty pieces of silver, 
and redeems the world. -He died and gave 
his life, and by dying destroyed death. 
He who was the Bread of Life began 
his ministry hungering, and he who was 
the Water of Life ended his ministry 
thirsting—From the Christian. Sent by 
J. B: James, Toronto, Can. 


Grace All the Way.—Grace for grace 
(v. 16). A man under conviction of sin 
was on the point of “decision” when the 
Devil raised the oft-repeated objection: 
“If you believe, you could never keep 
it. What about to-morrow?” The 
worker pointed to the water-mill near-by. 
“What. turns the wheel to-day?” “The 
stream.” “What will turn the wheel to- 
morrow?” <“The stream.” “And the 
days after?” “Thestream.” Then the anx- 
ious one was led to see that the “stream” 
of redeeming grace was all-sufficient, for 
Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever.” Do we trust him 
all the way?—From the Gospel Echo. 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. 


Showing the Invisible—No man hath 
.seen God... the only begotten Son... 
hath declared him (v. 18). Samuel Pol-- 
lard, a. Methodist missionary hero of 
“West China, once spent a Sunday in Niu- 
Chang, and in the afternoon crossed the 
bridge to preach in front of a temple. 
At the gates there hung two large tablets’ 
dating from the eighteenth century, with 
the following inscription : 

You look and-cannot see Him: 

He answers when you entreat Him: 

You listen and there is no sound, 

Yet He responds when you cry to Him. 


Pollard made these words a text and set 
forth Jesus Christ as the true revelation 
of the invisible, omnipotent God.—From 
“Samuel Pollard,” by W. A. Grist. Sent 
by J. D. Crosland, Nottingham, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we humble ourselves before thee to-day, in 
thankfulness for the marvelous message of 
this lesson, and for the Lord who is the 
Word of whom the lesson tells us. We 
would exalt him by word and by life. We 
would let him~be known to others in all his 
eternal glory and majesty and power. Guard 
us, we pray thee, against any thought of him 
that takes away aught of his oneness with 
God the Father. May we never forget that 
the Lord Jesus is God revealed to man. Open 
our minds, we pray thee, to the light, that 
we may believe and accept him in all his 
fulness. In his dear name we pray. Amen. 


_ After the Lesson.—Can you have any 
doubt about the place that the Bible, which 
is the Word of God, gives to Jesus who 
is called in this lesson “the Word’? Re- 
call for a moment what is said of him. 
He was in the beginning of things; he 
was with God, and he was God. Every- 
thing was made through him, and in him 
was life, and the life was the light of 





men, To those who received him, he 
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gave the right to become the children -of 
God. And this Word became flesh, and 
actually lived among’men. How can any 
one who reads the New Testament. ques- 
tion that Jesus is indeed God manifested 
to us in human form, so that we could, 
by his presence among men, know 

as he is? If any of us are talking at 
any time with those who think that Jesus 
is just a very superior man, let-us point 
them to this very lesson that we have 
been studying to-day. Here are the facts, 
and there is much more of the same sort 
in the New Testament and in the Old be- 
sides. Let us know and teach the Lord 
Jesus as just what he was and is to-day, 
—the eternal, ever-living Son of God, our 
Saviour. Let us pray. 
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4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Christ is come.” 

“Rock of ages,” 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 
“Holy, holy, holy.” 

“Revive us again.” 

“Jesus shall reign.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture; “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The Name of Matchless Worth” (15 : 1-3). 
Psalm 8 : 1-9. 
“Christ the Lord” (237 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118 : 19-26; Luke 2: 11. 
“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3: 16. 
“Whole-hearted Praise” (223 : 1-3). 
Psalm 111 : 1-10, 
“The King of Glory” (51 : 1-3). 
Psalm 24:1, 7-106 


Satan is commonly much misappre- 
hended. Few Christians know just what 
God has said, and wants us to know, 
about Satan. Under Mr. Chafer’s guid- 
ance, in his book called “Satan,” thou- 
sands have seen, perhaps for the first 
time, the true Bible teaching about the 
great Adversary. It is a book for read- 
ing, re-reading, and reference. (The 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 





$1, postpaid.) 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET us begin this week by recounting 

our privileges: a new year, a new 
beginning, a new opportunity of studying 
the Gospel of John, and translating it 
into the language of our little brothers 
and sisters. To do this, let us read the 
Gospel, together with the Epistles of John, 
over many times, asking confidently that 
these three months of study in the life 
of our Master may be full of blessing to 
our own hearts, and to the heart of each 
child in our classes. 

First let us turn to John 20:31, and 
learn the purpose for which the book 
was written. Let us study this verse 
very carefully, until we get its words 
deeply fixed in our memories, and a meas- 
ure of its wonderful meaning in our 
hearts. Then let us seek, by the means 
which. God will give, to help the chil- 
dren to a real heart-belief in the fact 
“that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God,” and that by believing this, they 
may have life through his name. This 
heart-belief is the only hope of life. 

Call the attention of the class to some 
of the great words of the book: “Father,” 
“Son,” “believe,” “life,’ “light.” Now, 
using a blackboard, or a large cardboard 
and colored ‘crayons, write these key- 
words as you find them in each lesson. 
The older children will be delighted to 
help find these words. Each child should 
have a copy of the Gospel of John, which 
costs only a few cents. 

Let us try to make these incidents in 
the life of our Lord which we study from 
week to week, a distinct story thread, 
running from “the beginning” to his ris- 
ing from the dead. 

Now, let us turn our thoughts back to 
“the beginning,” when “all things were 
made by him.” The children will be glad 
to talk about this a little while, and the 
time will be well spent that helps them 
truly believe that God created all things 
in the beginning. Show them that God 
was not alone when he created. the heavens 
and the earth, but that “the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” Ex- 
plain that “the Word” is the Son of God, 
All things were made by him and for him 
(Eph. 3:9; Col. 1: 16). 

Let them talk a little while about the 
fall, and the darkness, trouble, and death 
that came to the people of the world. 
Then tell of the coming of the Son of 
God to his world to save it from sin and 
trouble and death. Talk of John, the 
herald whom the Father sent to tell of 














un of my soul! Thou Savior dear, 
It is not night if Thou be near. 


| Oh,may no earthborn cloud arise 
i To hideThee from Thy servant’s 


eyes.” 
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the coming of his Son, so that the people 
might know him and receive him. 

But sin had so darkened the hearts of 
the people that they did not know their 
true Friend — they could not see the glory 
and beauty of the Son of God, although 
he came in a kind, friendly way. Instead 
of every one receiving him joyfully, only 
a few believed on him, All those who 
received him the Father adopted to be 
his own children, and he changed their 
hearts, and made them like Jesus. 

After the people saw Jesus, John said 
that here was the One of whom he had 
been telling them, and that the Son had 
come to show them God. 

Before closing, write up the key-words 
found in the lesson. Sing “Joy to the 
World.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The very first word of the Good 
News from God, 


2, By its very last messenger, in the 
Bible. 











A= your girls where (in the New 
Testament) is found the record of 
the very first event in the life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. After a while one 
may say, “The first chapter of Luke 
tells of the announcement of the birth 
of John the Baptist, the forerunner of 
Jesus, and also of the birth of Jesus him- 
self.” But that is not the first word, speak~ ~ 
ing chronologically, of the Good News of 
the Saviour—that is found in John’s 
Gospel, in its opening eighteen verses. 
Indeed, you may tell your girls, when 
they turn to those verses and begin to 
read them, that they take them back be- 
hind and before the very first words of 
the entire Book, for do they not speak of 
him who was “with God” and “was God” 
before “God created the heavens and the 
earth”? John says the “same” was he 
through whom all those things were cre- 
ated, that “without him was not anything 
made that hath been made,” that “the 
world was made through him,” though 
that world “knew him not.” Do not these 
words take us to the ages before Moses’ 
statement in Genesis 1:1? 

So we are to-day beginning to study 
the message that really begins at the 
beginning of the story of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth — does not that fact alone make 
this book worthy of the most careful 
attention we can give it, and its evidence 
worth our quietest, deepest thought? Even 
very young girls will feel the truth of the 
oft-repeated statement, that John’s Gos- 
pel is the sublimest book in the world, 
even as Luke’s is the most beautiful, 
though they cannot tell any better than 
the rest of us how its utterly simple state- 
ments merit that term. Some one has 
said that sublimity isa .combination of 
simplicity and depth. If so, here is sub- 
limity in supreme degree in John’s Gospel, 
for nothing could be simpler than its style 
and there is no sounding the depths of its 
truths. 


2. Does not such a book make its 
writer one of unusual interest, even among 
such writers as the Holy Spirit used in 
producing the Bible? ‘Set your girls the 
task of finding out all they can about John 
from and through this book of his — this 
biography of his Saviour and best Friend. 
They may be too immature and inexperi- 
enced in Bible study to discover that 
this book could not be one of the first- 
written accounts of that Life, but bears 
evidence of mature thinking on the 
writer’s part — the long, long thoughts of 
the many years that had almost passed 
when he wrote his Gospel, before John 
went to join that Friend and Saviour. 
Some think this Gospel was the very last 
book in our New Testament to be written 
—John’s last, and he was certainly the 
last messenger of the Gospel whose words 
are a part of our Bib'e. So this book is 
both the oldest and the newest in that di- 
vine library. What message will it bring 
to you as you study it these coming three 
months? Turn to its twentieth chapter, 
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verses 30 and 31, and you will see what 
message John wanted every reader to find 
in his book, 


Home Study 


Memorize these first eighteen verses in 


ohn’s Gospel... You could do nothi 
are this well. ne 


Decatur, Ga. 
/ 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Yellow.” 


Discussion: Show the many ways in 
which a fellow can introduce Jesus 
oa to those who are strangers to 

im. 


Objective: True to his trust. 











bt fellows, what would you think 
of John the Baptist if, instead of -his 
splendid introduction of Jesus to the 
world, he had been overtaken by fright 
or weakness, or a sudden fit of unbelief 
and had fled in shame back to the wil- 
derness? What would you say of this 
man who had been prcmeee for by the 
prophecy: “Behold, I will send my mes- 
senger, and he shall prepare the way be- 
fore me” (Mal. 3:1) —this man whose 
name had been sent by special messenger, 
Gabriel, from the throne of God— this 
man called John, meaning “God is gra- 
cious” — what would you say of him if 
just at the critical moment when Jesus 
a red on the banks of Jordan, there 
before the crowd, this prepared and com- 
missioned messenger had failed, or even 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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postponed his announcement, because of 
fear or unbelief? I know: you would 
say he was “yellow.” Yes, you fellows 
who know so much grit and fair 
play and justice, and giving recognition 
where recognition is due and playing a 
man’s part in every test—~you wouldn’t 
- E> for flunking like that. You'd take 
all sorts of punishment before you would 
yourselves “give occaSion ‘for a chargé 
like that... pie te 

“But, fellows, I’m wondéring if, after 
all, there might not be @ testing of our 
own mettle on this -same score—and 


| a testing of our faith in our Christ — in 


the . critical - moments. ohn fearlessly 
and definitely announced Jesus to his gen- 
eration. Are we as true to that same 
trust in-our day as he was to his? Let’s 
ask ourselves that question, and seriously 
get the answer. Was it any more incum- 
bent on John. to introduce Jesus than it 
is upon us? How did John know? “The 
word of God came’unto John” (Luke 3: 
2). So has the Word of God come to us, 
very clearly stating that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son-of God, and that they 
who know him not are lost; and this 
Word tells us that we are to be witnesses 
unto him (Acts 1:8). Are we prepared 
by knowing? Surely. Are we commis- 
sioned? Surely. 

Then why are we not introducing him 
to those who have not learned to know 
him? Is it through fear? Or unbelief? 
Then we are “yellow,” that’s all there is 
to it. And the Lord himself has fixed 
the “yellow” reward: “For whosoever 
shall be ashamed of me and of my words, 
of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he shall come im his own glory, 
and in his Father’s, and of the holy 
angels” (Luke 9: 26). 

Oh, fellows, “yellow” is a bad color 
for a messenger: let’s be true blue! 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


4 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


£(On the lesson of December 27) 


1. To minister to the saints at Jerusalem 
(Rom. 15 : 25, 26 

2. Paul (Acts 27 : 21-26, 31). 

3. Rome (Acts 19 : 21). 


4. Twice,—once at Jerusalem, and once on 
the journey (Acts 23:11; 27 : 23). 

5. Twice, —to the Jerusalem multitude and 
before Agrippa. 

6. That to Corinth, of a year and a half, and 
that to Ephesus, of two years and three 
months, 

7. 1 and 2 Thessalonians, r and 2 Corinthi- 
ans, and Romans were written between the 
visit to Athens and Paul’s arrival in Rome 
the first time. 

8. Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and 
Philemon seem clearly to belong to Paul’s 
first Roman imprisonment. 

9. In Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Troas, Ma- 
cedonia, Jerusalem, Caesarea, Malta, Rome. 

to. (1) That Jesus Christ is the only Saviour 
of all men everywhere; (2) that faith in him 
as the only Saviour is the sole condition of 
salvation; (3) that his divine Saviourhood is 


ig by God by his resurrection from the 
ead, 


11. In the crowning grace of humility, as 
witness these words of his: “I reckon that I 
am not a whit behind the very chiefest of 
the apostles,” “I am the least of the apos- 
tles.” . . . “me, who am the least of all 
saints.” “Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” From 
the chiefest of the apostles to the chiefest of 
Sinners —in his own estimation! 

12, Twice, — after the story of Paul in Cor- 
inth the First letter to the Corinthians is 
studied and on the annual temperance Sun- 
day a lesson from the letter to the Ephesians 
is indicated, 


13. Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Jerusalem, and 
Rome. 


14. Personal. 
1s. Athens, culture; Corinth, immorality; 


Ephesus, paganism; Jerusalem, religion; 
Rome, civilization. 


16. Galatians 2:20; 6:14; Philippians 3: 
7 8. 

17. 2 Timothy 4:7, 8. 

18. Would it not have been just this: “Paul 
of Tarsus—A sinner saved by grace’? 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 








Children at Home 








Hilda’s Year Book 
By Lydia Lion Roberts 


“T)LEASE go right away, Hilda.” 
Hilda stopped short. in front of 
grandma’s door, It was the same. door 
that had always been there, but Hilda 
looked at it as if it were a_ different, 
strange door. It was shut. Grandma’s 
door was never shut. Something was 
the matter. Now the door was shut and 
grandma had just told her to go away. 
“Why, grandma Grace Brown!” Hilda 
was so astonished she could say no more. 
“Excuse me, dear, but if you will go 
away now you may come back in fifteen 
minutes and see what is in my blue jar.” 
“Oh, all right.”. That sounded more 
like grandma. Hilda went downstairs 
and played with her doll house. She 
dusted the parlor table and put a clean 
doily on it and just had time to clean 
the kitchen stove before the fifteen min- 
utes were gone, 

She hurried upstairs to grandma’s 
room and found the door open as usual. 
Grandma was sewing in her high back 
chair, 

“Did you get along nicely in school?” 
asked grandma quite as if nothing had 
happened. 

“Yes, I got a hundred in arithmetic,” 
replied Hilda. She looked curiously 
around the room, but everything seemed 
to be in its own place. There was a piece 
of blue silk hanging from the work- 
basket, but Hilda didn’t notice it much. 
She thought probably grandma was mend- 
ing one of her dresses. 

The jar is round and fat, 
But very full at that. 


“T should say it was,” agreed Hilda as 
she opened the. blue jar on_ the table. 
“This is a big piece of pop-corn to fit 
into a little jar.” 

“Oh, grandma,” she cried, “what is the 
red book peeking out of the table 
drawer ?” 

“Oh, my goodness gracious!” exclaimed 
grandma, getting up quickly and closing 
the drawer tightly. “That is a red book,” 
she answered sweetly. 

“Yes, but what is it for?” asked Hilda. 
She thought grandma was acting queerly. 
For some one, sometime, somewhere, too, 

You tell me and Ill tell you. 


Grandma laughed and shut her lips as 
if she were buttoning them over a secret. 
Hilda looked at her and then she laughed, 
too. She took a book from the little 
bookcase near the window and sat down 
on a low Stool to read to grandma. She 
decided not to ask any more questions. 

A few days later Hilda came home 
from school ready to go out to play. She 
ate a rosy apple first, but then it began 
to rain, so she thought a minute and 
then dec*ided that it would be a good 
time to ask grandma if she had any 
more silk pieces for doll clothes. She 
went upstairs, turned down the hall, and 
then stopped suddenly before grandma’s 
door. It. was closed again. Not only 
closed, but on it was a white card which 


read in big letters: “No Admittance.” 


“Well, this is a funny house,” said 
Hilda, and she went downstairs to play 
with the cat and a piece of string. 

The next day after school she went up- 
stairs very slowly. “I’m not going to be 
fooled again,” she thought. “Yesterday 
I was in a hurry and almost bumped fny 
nose on the door. Yes, it is-closed again !” 


Hilda stopped, looked puzzled a minute hee 


and then she began to laugh. Again 
there was a big card on the door, but 
this time it read: “The Secret Is Out. 
Come In.” 

“What is it, grandma?” Hilda looked 
around eagerly and then gave a jump over 
to the table. The red book was out on 
the table this time. On it was a piece of 
paper and Hilda read aloud: 


Now that you-are growing fast, 
Many things can’t really last, 
In this book we'll keep each year 
Happy things for Hilda dear. 


. DECEMBER 19, 1925 


“What ever does it mean?” Hilda’s 
eyes were shining and she took the book 
up carefully. In gold letters on the cover 
was. printed, Hilda’s Year Book. The 
month and the year were printed in small 
letters underneath. 

“Oh, here's some snapshots that daddy 
took last- winter,” discovered Hilda. 
“Here’s the one showing my new rubber 
boots arid my snow. shovel. Why,, the 
pictures are all of me! Here’s one of 
me at the beach when I was sitting in 
the boat! Iwas wishing I had gome 
of those pictures of myself. 

“I wonder what this is!” She turned 
to a page full of small pieces. of ¢loth 
and read aloud the rhyme at the top of 
the page: 

Hilda’s dresses red. and white, 
Blue and yellow to delight, 
Silk and cotton, middies too, 
Tell the story here to you. 


“Well, that’s nice,” said Hilda. “Here’s 
a piece of the blue silk dress I liked 
so much. Towser put his wet, dirty paws 
on it one day and spoiled it: Oh, grandma, 
I saw that piece the first day your door 
was shut!” 

Grandma’s blue eyes twinkled. “It 
seemed to me that just as I got working 
on your book you bounced upstairs,” she 
said. “I got interested and time went 
faster than I realized, so finally I put up 
the card on the door when I began to 
work.” 

“Oh, you saved my perfect arithmetic 
papers that you asked me for,” said Hilda 
as she turned the pages. “Here’s two 
spelling papers and my drawing for Hal- 
lowe’en and the brown turkey I made in 
school. I wondered why you wanted all 
my best school things. 

“Heres a picture of the President!” 
Hilda looked up and smiled importantly. 
“Just imagine having the President in 
my Year Book! Oh, I found a picture 
of our house. The verse reads: 

Hilda lives on this wide street, 
In this house so white and neat; 
In the yard you'll find some trees, 
Birds and flowers, maybe bees. 


“Oh, grandma, here is a letter from 
daddy in his own big black handwriting. 

“Dear Hilda, 

“*Your Year Book is so very nice“that 
I want to put in my love: You will find 
it spread all over the pages under the ink 
and between the lines. Be good every 
year and then your book will be a good 
book, too.’ 

“Here’s a verse from mother.” Hilda’s 
eyes were bright and her cheeks pink with 
excitement. 

I know a dear little blue-eyed girl 

With yellow hair in many a curl, 

She’s the best little girl in the world to me 

Because she’s my little girl, you see. 


“This is a lovely surprise.” Hilda 
drew a long breath of pleasure. “You 
thought of everything, grandma Grace 
Brown. Here is something from brother, 
00.” 

“Dear Hilda, 

“‘Be good and never tease your big 
brother Ben.’ ” 

“What are the empty pages for? Oh, 
I see! At the top of this page it says, 
Doll’s Names and Descriptions. I’m to 
write Annabel’s and Teddy’s and Dora’s 
names here. That will be lots of fun and 
I can write down the color of their hair 
and eyes. But I don’t want to tell that 
Teddy has lost an eye. It wouldn’t be real 
polite to write about it. He might feel; bad 
about it, too.” 

“This page says, Names of my Friends, 
and there’s a page for Toys and Visits, 
too. Then there are lots more pages with 
nothing at all on them.” 

“That’s to leave room for more of your 
best work and drawings,” cxplained 
dma. “I thought you might like to 
finish the rest of the book yourself and 
press a few flowers from your garden 
and write about your good times.” 

“The book will grow along with me,” 
said Hilda with a pleased smile, “I’m 
afraid it will get too full, though.” — 

“Took om the last page,” advised 


grandma. 
Hilda turned the pages carefully and 
read aloud: 
May this year be full of joy, 
And when you say good-by 
Just start the next year with a smile; 





A new book you can try. 























Lesson for January 3 
John 1 : 1-18 





Every Teacher 


should have a copy of this 
new exposition of John’s 
Gospel for the lessons in 
the first half of 1926— 


“The Most Loved Book 
in the World” 


A kindly guide to more in- 
telligent reading of the Gos- 
pel of John (American 
—Standard Version) analyzed 
and topically arranged by 
Wilbert W. White. 


Paper cover, 10c each, postpaid 


Order from your Bookseller, Denomi- 
national or Sunday School House 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Publishers 
381A, Fourth Avenue, New York 
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Consists of four Quarterly Celluloid Gilt Pins at 2 cts. 
utiful yearly Rolled d, Enameled 


each, and a 
Pin with Center. Numeral interchangeable from 1 to 
ge yours, ‘There are No Yearly Bars to attach. ‘lhis 
utiful pin is constantly worn. 


Something New! Something Better ! 
WRITE TODAY for the plan that will bring the ma- 
jority members of the Sunday School EARLY for a 
genuine Worship Service. ‘ 
They DO. MORE and COST LESS! 
Ask for our new 1926 cattlog, now ready 


WILLIAM DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph St., Chicago 


Golden Texts 


This popular little bock contains the 
Sunday School Lessons, Golden 
Texts, Bible Readings, Ten Command- 
ments, | wenty-third Psalm, Beatitudes, 
Lord's Prayer, etc. Bound in a very 
handsome cover. 


Price, 5 cents each; $5.00 per 100 copies 
* Postage, 3 cents a dozen, additional 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 Clarendon Street, Boston 
Madison Terminal Bidg., Chicago 




















THE DANCE EVIL (Tract No. 23) 


Large six-page tiact—the greatest thing on the 
Dance Curse in print. eying om lete history— 
where it originated—when--by. whom—when it 
came to America—and what harm it Has done and 
is doing today—By Rev. H. A. Coffman. 

$1.00 per 100; 50 cents for so copies 
Positively no stamps. taken. 


PROTESTANT BOOK AND TRACT HOUSE 
~1415 Palmetto Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. 
Evolution Disproved 3.<0ryrc3e 228: 


lution, infidelity and atheism; timely book for stu- 
dents, parents, teachers, ministers. Cloth, $1; agents, 
50c. Rev. W. A. WILLIAMS, Camden, N’’ J. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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“Oh, grandma, are you going to givye' 
me a new book every year?” Hilda hug- | 
ged her book and hugged grandma at 
the same time. 

“Yes,” said grandma, “and the next one 
you can. do all yourself. When I was a 
little girl we made samplers and worked | 
the dates and our names and a verse with’! 
colored thread. It took tiny stitches, lots | 


is better.” 


A Year Book tells the story 
Of your sunny days, 

So make the hours and minutes 
Count in happy ways. 


WintuHrop, Mass. 





With the New Books 








Frozen Butterflies. By the Rev. H. S. 
Seekings. (W. P. Blessing Co., Chicago, 


| $1.25.) Pastors will find this new volume 


of talks to children stimulating and sug- 
gestive. The author, a popular English 
pastor, has introduced abundant illustra- 
tions from the every-day life of boys and 
girls, skilfully weaving in with them sim- 
ple and effective moral- and spiritual les- 
sons. 


Archeology’s Solution of Old Testa- 
ment Puzzles. By John Urquhart. (Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chicago, 
35 cents.) “Oriental research has come 
frequently, and sometimes startlingly, into 
line with the Biblical history” — this little 
book was written to give the ascertained 
facts about certain statements of the Bible 
which have been disputed. After being 


issued. The Old Testament books of 
Chronicles, Daniel, Samuel, Kings, Judges, 
and the Pentateuch are considered; state- 
ments in these books, which the critics 
have claimed were not historical, being 
reviewed in the light of archeological dis- 
coveries, are shown to be historically ex- 
act. It is a popular book and*written in 
simple and clear language. 


God’s Dispensations. By the Rev. 
Luther A. Arthur. (L. A. Arthur, Hunt- 
ington Beach, Cal., 35 cents.) “The most 
important key to Bible study is a knowl- 
edge of the dispensations.” This little 
book of about sixty pages is a very help- 
ful outline of the important features of 
the seven dispensations of which it treats. 
It is a suggestive introduction to further 
study of the subject. It has the great 
merit of embodying in each study sug- 
gestive references to vital features of the 
other six dispensations. And the author 
never loses sight of the great message 
peculiar to the present dispensation, but 
emphasizes it unceasingly. Those in par- 
ticular who desire’ to take up dispensa- 
tional study for the first time will find 
here a very helpful outline; but even 
those who are very familiar with the sub- 
ject will find in it some striking ways of 
stating the truths and may well get help- 
ful suggestions. 


Christian Theology. Arranged and 
compiled by Emery Bancroft. 
(Echoes Publishing Co., Bible School 
Park, New York, $3.) An excellent sum- 
mary of Christian doctrine, following in 
general the Calvinistic view, has 
given by Professor Bancroft under the 


trine of God, of Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Man, Sin, Salvation, the Church, Angels, 
Last Things, and: the Scriptures. The 
author claims originality only for com- 
pilation and arrangement, and this has 
been done in such a way as to make a 
valuable manual for class work, fuller 
than the ordinary outline studies. The 
notable work of Dr. A. H. Strong has 
been drawn upon largely both for the 
material and arrangement, in several of 
the sections, and many of the paragraphs 
are credited to him. It would seem well 
had proper credit been given in a number 
of other paragraphs that are apparently 
verbatim quotations from Dr. Strong and 
from éther writers, but used without quo- 
tation marks. In the doctrine of the 
atonement, what has been called Dr. 
Strong’s “Ethical Monism” has been 





given,—the teaching that our Lord in- 


of time,-and plenty of patience for a lit- 
tle girl, and I think perhaps a Year Book | 


out of print for sometime, it is now re- ° 


following divisions: Introductory, Doc- | 
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THE TRANS-LUX 
DAYLIGHT SCREEN 


and 
OPAQUE 
PROJECTOR 


Rated with the Radio 


as one of 


The Wonders of the Age 


Permits you to throw upon 
a screen in daylight or 
artificial light 


| ANY PICTURE FROM ANYWHERE 


‘ 
| From a kodak to a full-page illustration without removing it from book. Colors 


and beauty intensified. Pictures oe 
face. No mirrors, no heat, no bli 
indefinitely. 


in daylight like an illuminated clock- 


stering. Pictures may remain in projector 


Junk “Canned” Lectures and “Canned” Pictures 


Put your personality into the pictures you select and arrange. Draw from the 


rotogravure section of the daily paper, as well as from the Art Reproductions 
in your own library and the Public Libraries of your home cities. 


Screen Your Hymns—Bring back congregational singing. 
Picture Your Sermons—Hold your young people at morning preaching. 
Build Up and Hold a Big Sunday School Class by up-to-date pictures. 


Get the Equipment in Time for Your CHRISTMAS Program 


Our Picture Library Service 


has located and listed thousands upon thousands of pictures in every section of 
the country, and will assist our patrons, FREE, in making combinations for 


any sort of service or lecture. Address 


TRANS-LUX PICTURE SCREEN CORP. 


36 W. 44th Street, New York City 
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herited the guilt of Adam’s first sin 
through his union with the human race. 
The treatment of Last Things is in sharp 
contrast with Dr. Strong, the premilleniai 
view being presented. 


The Home Beautiful. By Hester Al- 
way Reisinger. (The Mae Wright Print- 
ing and Publishing Co., San Jose, Cal., 
$1.) “Who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is far above rubies. The 
heart of her husband doth safely trust 
in her, so that he shall have no need of 
spoil,” said King Lemuel’s mother to 
him. This book pictures the beauties of 
womanhood in a way that recalls those 
words, and furnishes a most refreshing 
contrast to the modern view of woman’s 
place and work. It is a wholesome and 
sane presentation of the great privileges 
that are hers as the true home-maker, 
and is a complete corrective of the dan- 
| gerously daring modern philosophy of life. 
|The statement may be ventured that if 
; the modern young woman would read, 
ponder, and follow the suggestions of this 
| book, she would find life a more beautiful 
| thing than she has ever dreamed it might 
ibe. Let all Christian parents read and 
| practise the precepts of this book, and put 
| it into the hands of their children that 
| they too may imbibe its beautiful and up- 
lifting philosophy. 


The Eternal Hunger. By Edward A. 
Steiner. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.25.) There is something in- 
tensely interesting in the personal expe- 
rience of the “seeker after God.” That 
there seems to be a hunger in some hearts 
that only an intimate fellowship and com- 
munion with God. can satisfy is proved 
by the history of the mystics of all. times. 
And yet God is not far off, nor hidden 
from the longing soul. The experience 
of the writer of this book, and his 
transition from a belief in Judaism to 
the ministry in one of the. Protestant de- 
nominations, is most fascinating. It will 
be difficult to lay the book down unfin- 
ished, for the author has a rare gift of 
expression, and the rarer gift of gripping 








VITAMINS 


Everyone needs them to sup- 
63 growth or to protect the 
Ody 


against germ-infection. 


Scott’s Emulsion 


abundantly rich in vitamins is 
of great importance in all run- 
down conditions of the body. 
Scott’s Emulsion builds 


stren, 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. 25-61 
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ws : een objects—fo projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 
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Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rechester, N. Y. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


PULPIT S 


Chairs, Tables. Hymn Boards.Collection Plates,etc. 














and stirring his. readers intensely. Then, 
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A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mHe ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 





no other | like as well.’” Sample c.py free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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too, there is in his story the unstudied 
and age-old pathos of the Jew, the most 
pathetic of all peoples. Indeed, this book 
stands out from the great mass of mod- 
ern books like a hill in the midst of a 
level terrane. Yet one ventures the opin- 
ion. that the inteljigent Christian reader 
will lay down the book with a sense of 
bafflement:. He will hardly fail to ask 
himself the question whether the author 
has: really found God, after all. Indeed, 
his closing words deepen the doubt. He 
says: “It was a holy moment for me, for 
I knew then, surely, why I went out, 
whither I went; and what I was still 
seeking. , I was among the ‘seekers.’ My 
search was after God.” ‘Still, it is a book 
well worth réading if it can be read with 
sympathy and’ understanding. 


Visitation Evangelism. By A. Earl 
Kernahan, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New. York, $1.25.) “Our evangelism 
should be done by personal contact and 
interview.” A method, which the au- 
thor has successfully tried and developed, 
is explained and urged. He shows that 


SCHOOL TIMES 


it results in making personal workers 
of many who have never dreamed of hav- 
ing any capability for such work and 
that it reaches many who are, seemingly,: 
‘utterly unreachable by any of the ordi- 
nary methods of evangelism. The method 
consists of an “intensive campaign” which 
“demonstrates to the whole church that 
laymen can succeed in this work” and, be- 
sides, “any one who directs this method 
in any church is able to leave with this 
church a system that becomes an indis- 
pensable part of their program.” As to 
this method and its fundamental prin- 
ciples, there can be no doubt that “visita- 
tion evangelism” is thoroughly Scriptural, 
most timely, and of the greatest import- 
ance. One may doubt whether unin- 
structed workers, or those instructed as 
the author explains in his. book, ° will 
really produce genuine conversions; it 
looks too much as if allegiance to the 
church and ‘following. Christ in mere hu- 
man endeavor was all that is sought; But, 
whether or not this doubt is well-founded, 
there is no reason why any pastor or 
worker in any church may not use the 
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Here is the story of Mr. Entzminger's plan, includ 


The Sunday School Transformed 


By Louis Entzminger 


A book by a man who has been the means of increasing the attendance in 100 
Sunday-schools by 150% — total gain in permanent attendance — over 30,000 


" ing a system of records and a method of work that enourages every 

member and pupil to (1) attend regularly; (2) be on time ; (3) bring Bible; (4) bring offering; (5) bring other pupils; 
stay for church service; (8) accept Christ.— 

me that will repay every superin 


It works—for small schools, or large. 
many times over. Fully illustrated, 180 pages, $1.50. 











Hand-Work in the Sunday School 

By the Rev. Milton S. Littlefield. A 
manual of methods for the use of note- 
books, sand table, map coloring, and other 
activities in the Sunday-school. jo illus- 
trations. $1.50. 











Bible Alphabets and Memory Work 

Compiled by Alan S. Pearce. A collection 
of drills for use in the home, Sunday-school 
departments, superintendent’s platform drill, 
Bible classes, devotion periods, prayer-meet- 
ings, summer Bible schools, and religious 
day schools, 25 cents. 


Our Primary Department 

By William D. Murray. A little book which 
tells the story of what has actually been 
done in one Primary Department to teach 
God’s Word to the children. 75 cents. 


Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls 

By the Rev. D. E. Lewis. A book for all 
who have wanted to teach children and young 
people by means of blackboard or slate work, 
and who have never had access to plain and 
easily workable suggestions for such teach- 
ing. Illustrated with diagrams. 90 cents. 


Five Hundred Bible Story 
Questions and Answers 

By Samuel Scoville, Jr. Questions of real 
value for home and class study in bringing 
out some of the lesser known incidents of the 
Old Testament. 50 cents. 





Boy-Talks 

By Philip E. Howard. Just the sort of 
Straight little talks that a man can have 
with the boys he knows best. For parents 
to put into the hands of boys, or for pas- 
tors or other speakers for use in talking 
with boys. $1.50. 











The “HOW” Book 

How to reach, hold, and teach men, and 
how it has been done. By Marshall A. Hud- 
son, Founder and President of the World’s 
Baraca Bible Class Union. A book for adult 
Bible classes. 75 cents. 


The Philathea Bible Class ‘ 

By Marshall A. Hudson. What it means, 
how it works, the secret service, constitution, 
and the teacher, are all set forth in an in- 
teresting and instructive way. Every leader 
of organized work among young women will 
want this book. 75 cents, 


The Home Department of To-day 

By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. Every essential 
thing — from the organization of a new Home 
Department to the best method used in ma- 
king the department a success. 60 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Company, - - - - 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 

By Philip E. Howard. 
lesson preparation, knowing. the pupil, se- 
curing. attention, asking questions, using il- 
lustrations, conducting reviews, getting the 
pupils to work, leading the pygil to Christ. 
A brief setting ‘forth of many of the most 
important teaching. principles and methods 
in Sunday-school- work, 


Training the Teacher 
In four parts: (r) The Book, by A. F. Schauf- 


fler, D.D.;. (2) The Pupil, by Mrs. A. A. Lam- 
oreaux; (3) The Teacher, by Martin G. Brum- 
(4) The Sunday School, by 
a First 
Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 60 


baugh, LL.D.; 
Marion Lawrance. 
Standard Course. 
cents, 


Approved as 


Practical help on 


simply told and 
practically illustrated: from actual experience 
for the help of the untrained teacher. 5 cts. 





Preparing and Teaching the Lesson 

Selections from 23 articles, the best of 
19! manuscripts received in competition 
from 32 states and 4 Canadian provinces, 
including the two prize-winners, “How 
Prepare My Lesson for Teaching’ and 
“How I Teach the Lesson in Class.”” The 
choicest selections from the most experi- 
enced teachers themselves. $1. 
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method, present a real Gospel of the grace 
of God, and see real results in the salva- 


lievers. As the discussion of a method, 
the book is-certainly timely and shoud 
be very helpful. 


Twelve Lectures to Young Men. By 
Henry Ward Beecher- (George H. Doran 
Co., New York, $1.50, net.) Full of. ine 
terest and timeliness is this new edition 
of the first and the most widely circu- 
lated of all this great preacher’s notable 
books. Eighty years have passed since 
the lectures were first delivered to the 
young men of his own church, and many 
others who crowded to hear them; but 
the vivid and unvarnished picturing of 
the snares of idleness and dishonesty, of 
gambling and evil companions, of pro- 
fanity and vulgarity, of intemperance and 
impurity, read as though specially penned 
with- our own generation in view. We 
are in the presence of a master here; a 
master in the knowledge of life and its 
dangers, a master in word painting, in 
literature, and in ‘powerful application of 
Scripture. The very brilliance of the 
rhetoric and aptness of the literary allu- 
sions make the lectures less available for 
the: uneducated young men, But all in- 
terested in young people will get a new 
view. of the. tremendous possibilities in 
young life through Beecher’s vigorous, 
positive handling of basic principles of 
virile character. There should comie also 
a new sense of the fearful dangers in the 
literature of our day, and all that goes 
with the new wave of impurity and vul- 
garity that has boldly taken possession 
of many of our young people. One could 
wish that the foundation of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ might not be taken so 
definitely for granted in these lectures, 
but rather that the meaning of his salva- 
tion should be vitally linked with every 
moral exhortation. 








Your Study Bible 

By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. A mar- 
velously enriching series of ‘Bible studies, 
giving wonderful unfoldings of the mes- 
sage of the books, until the Bible has been 
searched out from Genesis to Revelation. 
Separate chapters for each book, marxed 
texts, and marginal notes. Indexed. $1.25. 











The Apostle John 

By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
Exhaustive studies in the life and writings of 
the beloved Apostle as given by a master of 
exegesis. 372 pages. $1.75. 


How to Study the Four Gospels 

By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. . The last 
published work of this greatly beloved Bible 
teacher, giving suggestions for. study, analy- 
ses of each Gospel, and other. material. 25 
cents. 


The Deity of Christ , 

By S. W. Pratt, D.D. A careful analysis 
of the Gospel of John, taking up from every 
angle its witness to Christ as very God and 
very Man. 
overwhelming argument 


to the «deity of 
Christ. $1. 








Making of a Teacher 


By Martin G. Brumbaugh, LL.D. Long a 


standard for teacher-training classes. $2. 
Teacher-Training with the Master Teacher 


By C. S. Beardslee, D.D. Studies of Christ 
in the act of teaching as a means of learning 


how to teach. -$1. 
Supplemental Bible Question Course 


By John B. Smith. A manual of Bible drill 
May be used for a platform 
drill five minutes each Sunday or for review 


facts, places, etc. 


work in individual classes. go cents. 
Leading in Prayer 

By Philip E. Howard. Nearly one hur dred 
and fifty brief prayers ‘with a reference to the 
Scripture upon which the thought of the 
prayer centers. A welcome gift book for 
private, class, or platform devotions. $1. 
The Sunday School and the Home 

By Frank L. Brown. A thoroughly prac- 
tical discussion of the proper relationship be- 
tween the home and the Sunday-school, with 
definite plans for creating and sustaining 
that relationship. 50 cents. 


Every-Member Evangelism 

By J. E. Conant, D.D. A book of which 
every Sunday-school worker should pos- 
sess a copy. “Simple, practical, inspiring. 
No one can read it without yearning to 
be a soul-winner and no one can follow its 
teachings without learning to be a soul- 
winner.”—Watchman Examiner. $1.50. 














Missionary Methods 
for Sunday School Workers »_ 

By George H. Trull. Tested plans for stim- 
ulating missionary interest in the Sunday- 
school. Many useful charts are given, and 
there is a choice list of missionary books, ar- 
ranged for ready reference. 75 cents. 


- What is the Gospel? 

By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. Straight- 
forward talks on Evangelism for “the man 
in the street’—and every one else. It 
gives God’s Word on Why Men Are Lost, 
How Men Are Saved, What Is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, The Victorious Life. 
Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 














Missionary Studies for the Sunday School 

By G. H. Trull. Second Series — Missionary 
Heroes to the Indians and to Africa. 25 cents. 

Third series (Junior and Senior grade) — 
The Immigrants, India. Carey, Judson, Scud- 
der, Duff. 25 cents each. 
Once a Year 

By J. H. Smeeton. Consecutive Daily Bible 
reading plan arranged as a guide to the in- 
telligent reading of the whole Bible during 


each year. 20 cents; $2 a dozen; $15 a hun- 
dred, 


Through the Bible in a Year by Questions 
By O. S. Schultz. A practical reading course 
for Sunday-school or private study.” A com- 


panion booklet to “Once a Year.” 25 cents; 
$2.50 a dozen; $20 a hundred. 


: 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Twenty-six chapters, giving an |. 


The Victorious Life 














Keswick’s Rest Home : 


iy YOU personally knew the real value 
of the  all-year-round ministry of 
America’s Keswick at. Keswick, N. J., 
you would want to adopt it and make it 
your Keswick. You would want not only 
to share in the joy of seeing the Master 
transform lives there, of hearing many: 
testimonies of peace, victory, and free- 
dom found at Keswick, and of seeing 
many called out to be. missionaries, but 
you would also want to share its bur- 
dens and its difficulties, and to undergird 
its problems of maintenance and develop- 
ment’ with-your intercession, your inter- 
est, and your support. 

Keswick belongs to no man, but to the 
Lord. However, hundreds of his serv- 
ants are sharing in the responsibility and 
blessed results of this God-ordained work 
for his Kingdom. -Will you make-it your 
Keswick from now on? The needs of 
Keswick .are very pressing just now and 
the Lord may want to use you in some 
way to help meet them. 

ifts may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treas- 
urer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. _ . 


Calendar of Conferences - 
Many have expressed’ a desire to be kept 


dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. - . 
Philadelphia, Pa., January 20-23, 1926.—Ninth 
Winter. Conference. of the Victorious ;Life 
Testimony, -Chambers-Wylieé Presbyterian 
Church, Broad Street below Spruce. Full in= 


Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Does God. 
Answer Prayer ? 


Modernism says ‘‘No.’’ Believing Christians say 
“Yes.” Which is trne? $5.00 prize given each mouth 
for the best authentic story (not over 250 words) $f 
answered prayer. Address: ‘*Answeted Prayer, 

Christian Home Magazine, 1810 Young Street 

Cincinnati, Ohio. Specimen copy and unique gift 
offer for this big, beautiful illustrated Christian Home 








Magazine free on request. 


tion of souls and the up-building of be- | 


informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- - 


formation tay be had from the Victorious. 
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Nnvest safely | 
(0 CATN~\* AH 


For the investor: who , 
ep have a high : 


“They are secured by first mo 
imcened: real estate and ergcan 

- guaranteed as to principal and inter- 
est- by Arnold and Company with 
eapital and surplus of $1,250,000. 


$100, $500 loan 

2 to 10 years. 

os and may be pur- 
chasedoutrightoron 

meow: yments. 








Attention! 


‘CHRISTIAN 
INVESTORS 


The Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago offers you an oppor- 
‘tunity to invest your funds at | 
“a rate of from 4 to 11% in its | 
Life Annuity Contracts. 





Such an investment not only 
gives you perfect security and 
a liberal return on your 
‘money, but also enables you 

to have a part in carrying on 
‘the Lord’s work, 


‘Write for our free annuity 
circular giving complete in- 
“formation. State your. birth- 
date. © 


THE MOODY BIBLE ‘INSTITUTE 
~ Box S—108, 153 Institute Place. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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Give a GOLD STAR credit for an entire class 
attendance, such rec: will increase the punc- 
tual attendance 25% in 3 weeks. Made in 5 


sizes. This one is No. 3. 
Aisk for New Catalogue, 1926— Now ready. 


WILLIAM DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph St., Chicago 





When answering asvertigesnents, please 


| exhaust all the oxygen in the atmosphere.’ 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 10. How Is Prohibition Succeeding? 
Prov. 23 : 29-32. 

January 17. Great Ideas That Have Spurred 
People to Action. Isa. 6: 1-8; 2 Sam. 
7 + 1-3. 

January 24. Why and How Should We Send 
Christianity-..to . Latin America? Jer. 
31 : 31-34. (Missionary meeting.) 

January 31. The-Call, the Claims, and the 
Conquests of the Church. Acts 13: 1-3; 
Heb. 10:24, 25; 1 Thess, 1:1-10. (De- 
nominational Day. Beginning Christian 
Endeavor Week.) 


Sunday, January 3 


How Does God Show His Loving Care? 
(Luke 12:6-8; 1 Pet. 5:7; Psa. 
23: 1-6.) (Consecration meeting). 





Mon.—In protecting us (Psa. 91 : 1-10). 

Tues.— In saving us (Zech. 2: 1-5, 8). 

Wed.—In the gift of his Son (John 3 : 16). 

Thurs.—In nature’s provision (Gen. 1: 
29-31). 

Fri.—In human ministries (Phil. 4 

Sat.—In spiritual help (Heb. 1 


: 10-14). 
+13, 14). 


w 7) 











What do we know of God’s care? 
How do we-connect God’s care with his 
fatherhood ? 


Can we trust God’s care? Why? 


PURGEON tells how he came to re- 
alize the absurdity of not believing in 
God’s care for him. He was reading the 
verse, “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 
Cor. 12:9), when suddenly the foolish- 
ness of. doubting flashed upon him, ‘dt 
was,” he said, “as if some little fish, be- 
ing very thirsty, was troubled about 
drinking the river dry; and Father 
Thames-said, ‘Drink away, little fish, my 
stream is sufficient for thee.’ . Or it 
seemed like a little mouse in the granaries 
of Egypt, after seven years of plenty, 
fearing it might die of famine, and Jacob 
might say: ‘Cheer up, little mouse, my 
granaries are sufficient for thee.’ Again, 
I imagined a man away up on yonder 
mountain-saying to himself, ‘I fear I shall 


But the earth might say, ‘Breathe away, 
O man, and fill thy lungs ever ; my atmos- 
phere is sufficient for thee.’” 

ye 


There is only one limitation ever placed 
upon God’s care and bounty in their re- 
lation to Christians, and that is the limi- 
tation the Christian himself puts upon it. 
As much as he is willing to accept, that 
much God. is willing to pour into his life. 
Just as far as he is willing to let God 
take care of him just so far God’s loving 
provision will be effective in his life. 

Shall we not at this threshold of the 
New Year ask ourselves the searching 
question, “What do I really know of 
God’s care?” And as we realize how we 
have limited and hindered him in the past, 
shall it not create in our hearts a deep- 
seated eagerness to yield to his sweet will 
and to let him take care of us in 1926, 
as we have never permitted him to do 
before? i 


In our Scripture lesson, Peter, in writing 
to believing Christians says, “Casting all 
your care -upon him; for he careth for 
you” (1 Pet. 5:7). Notice what comes 
immediately before. It is, “Humble your- 
selves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time.” 
There’ lies the true secret of casting all 
our care upon God. How can God take 
care of us if we have not committed our- 
selves into his keeping and care? 

If you had a valuable treasure that you 
feared might be taken from you or might 
become injured, and you knew some one 
who was entirely able to take care of it 
and guard it for you, and you went to 
them and asked them to guard your treas- 
ure, and then only turned over to them 
a very small part of it, how much care 





mention The Sunday School Tim 


, 


AM the superintendent,” writes a Massachusetts woman, ‘‘of a 


small Sunday-school -of thirty members, 


“The first use I. make of the Times is in preparing the lesson. 
1 prepare the lesson: one. Sunday in advance, very thoroughly. After 
reading over the lesson text, and the Home Readings, I go over the 
Lesson as a Whole.’ Then I read over the lesson as prepared for the 
various departments. or classes, and clip any items that would be of in- 
terest to.any of my four teachers. (We have only four classes, Primary, 
Junior boys, Senior girls, and Adults.) 


“In the Sunday-school room I have a bulletin board. On this 
are displayed, every Sunday, the Lesson Cartoon, a Lesson -Illustration, 
Suggestions for Prayers, ‘as well as items of interest to our own denomi- 
nation, 


“Once a month I have a meeting of the teachers and parents of the 
school. One of the papers presented is on “Current Events of Interest 
to the Sunday-school ‘Teacher,’ and the material for this is nearly all 
taken from the Times’ Survey of Religious. Life and Thought, and 
from With the New ‘Books. 


“We consult the Times’ Book Catalogue when we need books 
for prizes, or new books for our library. 


“Personally I find I get much of value to me from the editorials, 
and frequently use‘ideas gained from them in the weekly prayer service, 


“The special series of articles, such as Dr.. Howard Kelly’s and 
Dr. Haldeman’s, I collect and pass on to friends who I think would 
be interested in them, marking them, To be returned for further cir- 
culation. 


“IT am a busy mother and housewife, but do you wonder that | 
sit down in the midst of my morning duties to look over The Sunday 
School Times when it arrives?: . 


‘tAlways’I am expecting to find im each new number something 
better than I ever found before, and the expectation, thrilling as it is, 
never can equal the thrill I have when I get hold of a new idea in 
some part of the paper. 


“I forgot to state‘that I read the advertisements as well, and much 
of my new Sunday-school equipment comes from firms that advertise 
in The Sunday School Times, 


““May God ‘richly bless the minds of’ those who make this paper 
the great blessing that it is.” 


If you would like copies of this: Massachusetts mother’s letter, to 
hand to your pastor, superintendent, or other fellow-workers, you may 
have whatever number you Can use, free of charge, by sending a ~~ 
card request for the leaflet ‘Do You Use the Times in This Way?” t 





The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 




















answer is obviously that they could guard 
only what had been delivered into their 
keeping. Yet do we not, as Christians, 
often ask God and even: expect him to take 
care of us and provide for us when we 
have not given our whole lives into his 
keeping? ya 


There is a great difference between ac- 
cepting the Lord Jesus Christ as our Sav- 
iour and committing ourselves info his 
care. Perhaps some confusion: comes, from 
the wrong use of the term, “Giving our 
hearts to Christ.” ‘When we accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ we do. not give our 
hearts to him, he gives ‘us’ his life, and 
we accept from him the gift of eternal 
life and the full freedom from the pen- 
alty of our sins. But have we ever,:in 
simple trust, told him that’ we were 
through trying to run our own lives and 
that we were willing.to let -him come in, 
as Lord and Master of our lives, and di- 
rect them in -every -detail,—our .ambi- 
tions, our plans for. the future, our pleas- 
ures, our’ friendships, our #ife work, — 
every department of our life to be under 
his absolute control?’ This is‘ the only 
way that we-can really know ‘the fulness 
of God’s caré for us, “Shall we not make 
this. consecration: ‘meeting truly one in 
which we shall dedicate our lives to him 
for whatever he may want: to do with 
them? ie 


To whom do I belong, by. right of purchase? 
How have I hindered God in taking care 
of me?" 
Am I willing to let go of my life and let 
God take it and use it? 





do you suppose theyygould exercise? The 





PHILADELPHIA, 


able in advance, for either old or new 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 





subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. « 
One copy, five years, $7.50. ; 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. , 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged ty the. Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, ail Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

’ FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced im the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.90; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publ 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Safeguard 
Your 
Investments 


Our Annuity Bonds offer a safe invest- 
ment which yields a liberal income that can- 
not shrink. Your principal is safe. The 
American Bible Society has been issuing 
Annuity Bonds for more than a half century 
without loss to a single one of its hundreds 
of investors. Annuity payments are made 
promptly and cannot fail. You run no risk 
of loss and your investment will be used in 
circulating the {Holy Bible without note or 
comment in many languages among the 
nations of the world. : 

Write for Booklet No. 16U, which will 


tell you what our Annuity Bonds will 
do for you. 





American Bible Society 
BIBLE HOUSE, Astor Place, New York, N.Y. 











3 RYAN Memorial Series 


Famous Essays in Attractive Form By 


WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 


The First Commandment The Making fe Man 
The Royal Art Fruits of the Tree 
The Mi lehe 











Each 
lessage from Bethlehem 50c 
F.H.REVELL CO.,158 Sth Ave.,NewYork,17 N. Wabash Ave.,Chicago 














THE HARVEST TRULY 
IS PLENTEOUS 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the work of God for an entire 
year for from $15 up to Nothing deducted 
rom your geen | goes toward the natives’sup- 
port. Would you so loveto help your Lord? Will 
you pray about this? Service and Literature free. 


NATIVE-PREACHER CO., Box T, 2007 Foster Ave.,Brooklyn,N.Y. 


e e 
English- Ministerial Course 
Leading to Padusties: Study at home, For both 
sexes. st books. nouncements. Write Prof. 
C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 

















CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH You?! 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 








Some of those possibilities have been re- 
alized; some have not. 
could have been realized but were not 
have to be accounted for at the judgment 


For Family Worship 


By the Director.of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the Iaternational Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


1926 


HE old year with its possibilities of 
twelve months ago is all but gone, 


Will those that 


seat of Christ? Does grace cover indo- 
lence, or indifference, or “ease in Zion”? 
Let us not excuse ourselves too easily, 
for God’s grace is amply sufficient for 
everything that he would have us or the 
church to do. The old year is all but 
gone, but the New Year is at hand, with 
its. infinite possibilities, its golden oppor- 
tunities, its wide-opening doors, and withal 
its many adversaries, but also with its 
all-conquering Captain to lead us on in 
glorious triumph, How precious the prom- 
ise of Joel 2:25! Do you not think the 
Lord would have us make this promise 
our own? See also “1926 Prayer Sug- 
gestions” below. 


December 28 to January 3 


Mon.—John 1 ; 1-18, 
The Son of God Becomes Man. 
Three stages- in the life of the Son 
are apparent in this reading: (1) his 
pre-incarnation activities (see particu- 
larly vs. 3-5, 9,-10); (2) his incarnation 
(v. 14); (3) his post-incarnation mani- 
festation of glory (vs. 14-18). Christ 
came into the world; of none other mar: 
can this be said, for none other ever 
pre-existed, 
1926 Prayer SUGGESTIONS: One more 
year, and it will be nineteen hundred 
years since Christ began his earthly min- 
istry. Shall we not pray that this last 
year of these nineteen centuries shall be 
memorable because of the Spirit’s pres- 
ence and power in our individual lives, 
and in the body of Christ, and in the 
world at large? 1926—“EveryTHING 
BY PRAYER.” 
Tues.—Genesis 49 : 8-12. His Coming Foretold. 
A high pre-eminence was destined to 
Judah. Not only David; but David’s 
“greater Son,” sprang from it. Another 
has said: “Chief among the tribes, it 
grew from ‘a lion’s whelp,’ that is, a lit- 
tle power, until it became an ‘old lion,’ 














“ets 4 
International S. S. Lesson Text in Full; Full Ex- 
position: Im nt Wordsand Phrases Empha- 
\ sized ; Condensa' of Thought ; Chances in Revised | 
* Version Noted ; Accepted Dates and PI ; Prayer 
Meeting Topics.ete. ible Binding, 35¢ postpaid 
‘&, REVELL ©O., 158 Fifth Ave... N, Y.; 17N. Wabash Ave., 








the ages. All written out 
of Christian experience 2 
—stirri new faith. No. 

Adopted by pastors of churches and 
Bible Schools all over the nation. 


Nearly a Million in Use 


ii 20th edition. Three bindi Manil 
Poli Ciorh and Art Bockratn Brice per 100 copies 
$25, $40.and $50 respectively. 


Send for Returnable Sample Copy 
Published by 
The Tabernacle Pub. Co., 29 So. La Salle St., Chicago 


(Also F. O. B, f ) 
Geodenough & Wogiem, New York, Biola Book Room, Los Angetes 
ee "Mall to Nearest Office, Dept. 900 
Gentlemen: Please send me postpaid, without obligation ex- 
cept that I will return or pay for same within 30 days, acopy 
of Tabernacle Hymns No. 2, in. Binding. 


Name 


351 Songs—all gems of TABERNACLE 











Address...... 





Ba Di ornein State 








When answering advertisements, please 


calm and quiet, and yet formidable.” 
And its greater pre-eminence is yet to 
come, 
1926 Praver SUGGESTIONS: “One more 
year.” What if it be our last on carth? 
Let us pray that when we meet its record 
at Christ’s judgment seat, we may not 
be ashamed, but rather shall rejoice, as 
we lay it with tts hours of prayer, its 
communion with him, its precious souls, 
its blessed triumphs, at HIs feet. 1926— 
“PRAYING ALWAYS.” 
Wed.—Isaiah 7 + 10-17. 

His Name Called Immanuel. 

Fausset says of verse 14: “There are 
resemblances to the great Antitype suffi- 
cient to be recognized by those who seek 
them; dissimilarities enough to confound 
those who do not desire to discover them.” 
God’s Word is a savor of life unto life 
in those in whose hearts is the effectual 
working of grace. 

1926 Prayer Succestions: Let us 
make the Lord’s twofold Israel, his na- 
tional people Israel and his spiritual peo- 

le Israel (to which latter youcand I be- 
ong), @ daily twofold subject of prayer. 
Many of the Three Days Meetings, which 
begin to-day, will give this matter special 
attention. Read Paul’s impassioned plead- 
ing (Rom. 9 to 11). 1926— Pray wItH- 
OUT CEASING.” 


Thurs.—Matthew 2: 1-12. Born in Bethlehem. 

Isaiah 7:14°has now been fulfilled in 
Matthew 1: 22-25; witnessed to on the 
same night by the simple-minded shep- 
herds of the hill country (Luke 2: 8-20), 








mention The Sunday School Times. 


Even before the “young child” had been 
carried away from Bethlehem his Mes- 
siahship had been established by a “mul- 
titude of the heavenly host” and accepted 
by two sets of earthly witnesses. 

1926 Prayer .Succestions: Has the 
1925 “daily prayer list” been almost a 
failure? Tell the Lord all about it, and 
about ALL your prayer failures, and all 
your other failures due to prayerlessness. 
Tell nim the whole, sad story. He knows 
when repentance is genuine; ‘and will give 
grace during 1926 to be “INSTANT IN 
PRAYER.” Ria 


Fri—Luke 9 : 57-62. Lived in Poverty. © 


Born in a manger; pursued by a cruel 
monarch (Matt. 2: 13-16) ; without where 
to lay his head (v. 58) ; despised and re- 
jected of men (Isa. 53: 3); mocked, buf- 
feted, scourged, and crue##ed; numbered 
with the transgressors, and finally laid in 
another man’s tomb. Can yow still say, 
“I will follow thee’? (Phil 2: 5-8.) 

1926 Prayer Succestions: The last 
day of what for many may have been, 
under God, a year of spiritual achieve- 
ment, and victory, and blessing. For 
others it may have been filled with sorrow 
and sadness and disappointment. In either 
case let there be full committal to him, m 
the spirit of praise and of Romans 8;28. 
Watch the old year out, the new year in, 
“I SAY UNTO ALL, WaTcH”! 


Sat.—Matthew 20: 20-28. Came to Minister. 


Christ came not to be served, but to 
serve. No matter what our profession 


(Lesson for Jan. 3) DECEMBER 19, 1925 


Sun.—Philippians 2 ; 5-11. x 
The Mind of the Mightiest. 
To the writer this is-one of the sub- 
lime passages of God’s Word, to which 
he returns again and again. To have the 
mind of Christ is not simply a_glorious 
privilege. The follower of Christ is 
commanded to have it; and what it is, 
is then described (vs. 6 to 8). But for 
the “how” see Romans 8 and Galatians 
2: 20, 
‘7926 Prayer Succestions: Souls this 
year for Christ! Let this be our constant 
prayer. . Also that we may be “FILLED 
with atu the fulness of God,” and be 
used in lowly service in the fulness of 
his power, each esteeming. other better 
than himself. Also remember daily The 
Sunday School Times. 1926—A Goon 
“YEAR VERSE”: Psalm 126:6. 





|Select Notes 


By AMOS R.WELLS, Litt.D.,LL.D 





may be,-if this be not also our supreme 
purpose in life, the motive of which is 
the constraining love of Christ, we are 
“as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” 
“If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). 

1926 Prayer Succestions: Very close 
to the Lord’s heart are the revival of the 
Church, the evangelization of “every crea- 
dure,’ and his own second coming. Should 
not these be in our daily prayers? Then, 
too, our loved ones, our. homes, our 
churches, our nation, and “all men.” 1926 
— “NIGHT AND DAY PRAYING EXCEED- 
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progress has come. 


tional help, unique. 


is become the Changing East. 


Through. these graphic and comprehensive 
ictures you may see Pales 
focg as it was when Christ lived and taught. 


As entertainment, exceptional; as educa- 


TWENTY ONE-REEL MOTION PICTURES | 


A Pilgrimage 
to Palestine 


The cradle of Christianity. Thescene of the 


‘ Crusades. The home of an ancient people. 
Practically unchanged today from what it 
was 1925 years ago. 


The Holy Land of today will not be the. 
Holy Land of tomorrow. The passion for 
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The Unchanging East 





estine as—it .has 











and later by the wise men of the East. 








Write for Booklet ‘S. S. Educational Department 


PATHE EXCHANGE, Inc. 


35 West 45th Street, New York 
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